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A passive park designed for enjoyment of
nature and the views to the ocean, with
access to the beach below the bluffs.
– 2018 Half Moon Bay Parks Master Plan

The Project
Building on the work done in the Parks Master Plan, the City
of Half Moon Bay is preparing the Poplar Beach Gateways
Plan, an effort to define goals and programs for Poplar Beach
Park, and develop a clear plan that will protect the bluffs while
enhancing the park for its users.

POPLAR BEACH GATEWAYS PLAN

Poplar Beach Park includes a Coastal Trail segment and
overlook locations, bluffs, a parking lot, beach access, and
over 15 undeveloped acres of blufftop land, all of which are
being threatened by erosion.

This Document
The Half Moon Bay Parks Master Plan establishes a Vision for
Poplar Beach Park as a “passive park designed for enjoyment
of nature and the views to the ocean, with access to the beach
below
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The Project

Next Steps

The Half Moon Bay Parks Master Plan expressed a Vision for Poplar Beach Park as a “passive park designed for enjoyment of nature and the views to the ocean, with access to the beach below the bluffs.” Building on the work done
This document concludes the first phase of the three phase project. The goals and statements
in the Parks Master Plan, the City of Half Moon Bay is embarking on a project to refine the community’s vision, define
on these pages, as well as findings of technical studies, will be used to develop alternatives and
goals and programs for Poplar Beach Park, and develop a clear plan that will protect the bluffs while enhancing the
ultimately, a final plan of actions and improvements to realize the community’s vision for the Park,
park for its users. The Plan will be developed in three phases over the next year. The community will have opportuniallto
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PUBLIC INPUT

GET INVOLVED! The first Community Workshop will be an Open
House at Poplar Beach, September 17thth from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
To stay informed and participate in planning for the future of Poplar Beach Park,

Goal 1

Protect and enhance the natural
resources and open spaces of Poplar Beach Park.
»» Protect and enhance environmentally sensitive lands, wildlife habitats, and rare, threatened
or endangered plant and animal communities.
»» Preserve open space that protects natural resources, scenic resources, and public health
and safety.
»» Locate trails, access points, amenities, and other features to minimize impacts to sensitive
habitats.
»» Discourage the use or development of informal trails.
»» Identify locations where public access is causing erosion or other impacts to sensitive
habitat. Provide alternative access and restore the impacted area.
»» Enact best management practices for weed abatement and invasive species control
throughout the Park and along the Poplar Street path between Railroad Avenue and the
Coastal Trail.
»» Educate park users about sensitive habitat areas and how to protect them.

Informational signage can educate park users on topics such
as habitat protection, the natural environment and sensitive
species, erosion, sea level rise, the effects of littering and fires
on the environment. Such signs may be part of a program of
consistent and attractive signage for Poplar Beach, creating a
recognizable identity for the Park.

Incorporate design features such as signage, split rail or other
appropriate fencing, low-profile barriers, clearly defined
access points and trail alignments, boardwalks, landscaping,
and other low-impact means to keep users on designated
trails and out of habitat areas or open spaces.

Goal 2

Consider bluff erosion and the effects
of sea level rise in planning of Park improvements.
»» Present a bluff stabilization strategy that provides for the protection of coastal resources.
»» Provide for the preservation of public access, visitor serving facilities, and other park
improvements by accounting for coastal bluff erosion and sea level rise in the design and
siting of such improvements.
»» Identify areas where accelerated erosion due to sea level rise may affect the stability of
formal and informal coastal accessways, and establish alternative formal accessways in less
hazardous areas. Where public access becomes restricted due to hazards, restore the trail
area with stabilizing vegetation.
»» Maintain drainage facilities to promote erosion control, manage stormwater runoff, and
protect sensitive habitat. Coordinate the needs of storm water pollution management with
habitat protection, flood management, aesthetic, and other open space needs.
»» Use signage to identify areas with restricted public access or provide warning of bluff
instability.

A bluff stabilization strategy and drainage facilities should promote erosion control and manage stormwater runoff. Beach access
should be sited and designed to account for coastal bluff erosion and sea level rise.

Goal 3 Enhance access to and through the
Park and the beach for all users.

»» Create a connected trail and access network to and through the Park and beach in order to:
•• Provide maximum coastal access for all people consistent with public safety and the
need to protect natural resource areas from overuse.
•• Provide safe and convenient access to the Park and the beach.
»» Site and design trails and accessways to minimize impacts to sensitive habitats and erosion
and account for topographic and site constraints, erosion, sea level rise, and the fragility of
natural resources.
»» Incorporate design features to discourage use or development of informal trails and
accessways that may be dangerous, exacerbate erosion, or impact sensitive habitats.
»» Ensure that the trail and access network provides options for all user groups, including
walkers, bicyclists, and equestrians and for users of different abilities.
»» Maintain a lateral access trail along the top of the bluff, generally parallel to the bluff edge.
»» Improve access from the bluff to the beach. Locate and design vertical access ways to
minimize erosion and improve safety.
»» Improve the Poplar Street path between Railroad Avenue and the Coastal Trail to provide
safe and convenient access.
»» Provide ADA upgrades and improvements to the extent feasible.
»» Explore and evaluate potential daytime and nighttime parking management strategies.

Provide wayfinding signage along
trails, accessways, trail junctions, and
trailheads to identify the Coastal Trail
alignment. Signage can be part of a
program of consistent and attractive
signage for Poplar Beach Park, creating
a recognizable identity for the Park.

Separate trails for different types of
users can help avoid conflicts and
ensure that trails are designed and
sited appropriately for the intended
user.

Considerations for beach access design
include providing multiple access
points for users of different abilities;
making accessibility improvements to
the vertical access near Poplar Street;
providing stairs; and designing an
access to accommodate equestrians
and minimize impacts.

Goal 4

Provide low-impact amenities
to support passive enjoyment of the Park.
»» Improve the parking area to provide additional vehicle parking and accommodate vehicle
turn around, horse-trailers, and shuttles.
»» Provide sufficient bike racks in parking areas and at trail junctions and access points.
»» Provide clean and convenient visitor-convenience facilities such as improved bathrooms,
drinking fountains, showers, and rinsing stations.
»» Provide and maintain benches, overlooks, and other amenities throughout the park for rest,
relaxation, and enjoyment of views and natural habitat.
»» Establish ADA accessible viewing and seating areas.
»» Explore amenities for users of differing ages, abilities, and interests.
»» Provide sufficient, conveniently located trash receptacles and dog clean up bag dispensers
at Park entrances and throughout the Park.
»» Consider providing fire rings or pits to control the use of beach fires and help manage
impacts.
»» Establish a program of consistent and attractive signage for Poplar Beach Park to create a
recognizable identity for the Park.

Viewing areas can
offer visitors a place to
pause and reflect
Educational signs can
help visitors learn
about the environment

Consider providing an area with a unique and attractive feature or a higher
concentration of visitor amenities to serve as an informal gathering area.

Goal 5

Provide for a well-maintained,
safe, and secure Park and surroundings.
»» Provide regular maintenance of all park amenities. Ensure that new park amenities will be
properly maintained.
»» Provide sufficient trash collection and beach cleanup services.
»» Design and manage parking areas to enhance security and control after-hours usage.
»» Address the need for enforcement of littering, beach fires, camping, noise, parking, and
hours of use restrictions.
»» Accommodate animal use at the Park with provisions to address impacts with respect to
erosion, waste, conflicts with other users, and impacts to sensitive habitat.
»» Promote programs to increase public awareness of litter and its impacts on the landscape.
»» Encourage volunteer events and activities to pick up litter and clean up the Park and beach.
»» Develop signage and other programs to deter littering and inform park users about use
restrictions such as park hours, noise limits, and restricted activities.

Considerations for management and design of parking areas
include fluctuating parking pricing, parking lot security or
surveillance cameras, and access gate and entry design to
prevent entry when the parking lot is closed.

Considerations for animal use at the Park can include
designated animal use areas and trails, dog clean-up
receptacles along trails and at trailheads, and clean-up
services for horses.

