5   Healthy Community Element
The Half Moon Bay community is committed to promoting the health and well-being of all its
residents. A healthy community is a strong and resilient community. An active lifestyle, access to
healthy food, and neighborhood cohesion all contribute positively to the health of individuals.
Opportunities to be active and engaged with other members of the community allow for positive
experiences that contribute to Half Moon Bay’s unique tight-knit character and small-town
identity.
The Healthy Community Element covers a spectrum of topics pertinent to the health of Half Moon
Bay community members. The Element is divided into two sections: Wellness, and Parks and
Recreation. Wellness is broadly defined and considers environmental health, healthy food, active
living, healthcare, and other components of community vitality. With respect to Parks and
Recreation, the Element presents a detailed inventory of the city’s park and recreation facilities,
recreation programming, park standards, and the community’s parks and recreation needs.

5.1   Overview
RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAW
Government Code Section 65303 enables the City to adopt “any other elements or address any
other subjects, which, in the judgment of the legislative body, relate to the physical development of
the… city.” Once adopted, an optional element has the same force and effect as the mandatory
elements. Accordingly, zoning, subdivisions, public works, specific plans, and other actions that
must be consistent with the general plan must be consistent with any optional elements.
The Healthy Community Element is an optional General Plan element. It is not required by State
law, but addresses issues that are deeply important to Half Moon Bay. Community health was
identified by the Half Moon Bay City Council as a foundation for this General Plan and Local
Coastal Land Use Plan (LCLUP) update and was also one of the City Council’s strategic initiatives
at the time this Element was drafted. Over the past decade, optional elements addressing health and
wellness have become more common.
As this Element was prepared, the California Office of Planning and Research (OPR) was in the
process of updating the 2003 General Plan Guidelines. A 2015 public draft of the guidelines
included guidance for addressing community health as an optional general plan topic. OPR’s draft
guidelines were the best available State resource at the time and served to inform the scope and
context for this Healthy Community Element.
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This Element also covers the city’s parks and recreation facilities and programs. Policies in this
Element that establish standards for parks and recreation facilities meet requirements allowing the
City to invoke the Quimby Act (Government Code Section 66477), which authorizes cities and
counties to require the dedication of parks and recreational land or the payment of in-lieu fees as a
condition of development approval.

RELATIONSHIP TO GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Planning for a healthy community is a multidisciplinary endeavor. The approach considers the
environment, the food system, active transportation, healthcare, community vitality, and parks and
recreation facilities and programs. All of the guiding principles presented in Chapter 1:
Introduction bear some relationship to community health, but particularly the first four. These are
summarized as follows:
•   Community vitality and the provision of parks and recreation facilities:
Guiding Principle 1. Maintain Half Moon Bay’s small-town character and quality of life, and
strengthen community connections through activities and improved public gathering places.
•   Healthy natural environment and local food system:
Guiding Principle 2. Enhance the City’s scenic visual quality and coastal landscape setting,
and ensure protection of environmental and surrounding agricultural resources through
conservation and sustainable development.
•   Health equity:
Guiding Principle 3. Foster a complete and balanced community, with enhanced local
commercial options, business incubation and growth, and diverse residential opportunities.
•   Active transportation:
Guiding Principle 4. Promote pedestrian, bicycle and transit mobility; increased connectivity
between the City’s neighborhoods; and enhanced coastal and open space access.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER ELEMENTS
As a foundation for planning, community health is relevant to nearly every policy in the Local
Coastal Land Use Plan and General Plan Elements. Policies throughout the LCLUP (Chapter 2)
and all of the other General Plan Elements are consistent with this Element and support a healthy
Half Moon Bay community. Policy areas that are especially relevant include the following:
•   Local Coastal Land Use Plan. LCLUP Section 2.2: Land Use includes policies to promote
a high quality built environment with a compact, walkable Downtown and core area,
economic stability, and preservation of open space lands, which are relevant to active
transportation, active lifestyles, and healthy living environments. Section 2.3: Coastal
Access and Recreation considers beaches, trails, and other public recreation facilities which
have direct relevance to an active lifestyle. Section 2.4: Coastal Resources considers habitats,
aesthetics, and other components of the city’s outdoor environment that contribute to
environmental quality and have value for passive recreation activities. Section 2.5: Coastal
Hazards addresses numerous environmental factors affecting community safety.

5-2

General Plan and Local Coastal Land Use Plan
First Public Draft Recreation and Healthy Community Element
December 2016

•   Circulation Element. The Circulation Element addresses complete streets and multimodal transportation, including the bicycle and pedestrian networks that provide
opportunities for active transportation and community connectivity.
•   Conservation and Open Space Element. Policies addressing air and water quality, energy
reduction, and conservation of land for outdoor recreation are included in the
Conservation and Open Space Element.
•   Safety Element. The Safety Element expands on the Coastal Hazards section of the LUP
with specific policies for community preparedness and education relative to the most
relevant environmental and manmade hazards in Half Moon Bay.
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5.2   Wellness
Wellness is the quality or state of being healthy. Environmental, physical, social, emotional, and
economic health are essential for wellness. While the pursuit of wellness is an individual venture,
the City can support healthier choices and opportunities through design of the built environment
and the provision of services. For example, when bicycle and pedestrian facilities are ample,
interconnected, and safe, more residents may be encouraged to walk or ride their bikes to run
errands and commute to work or school, or as a leisure activity. Similarly, the availability of
affordable childcare and job training could enable parents to improve career prospects and thereby
bolster their family’s long term economic stability.

MEASURES OF WELLNESS
Health Outcomes
Wellness is a foundational topic for Half Moon Bay’s General Plan update, and measures of wellness
include health outcomes and health equity. Health outcomes are indicators, or measures, of
community wellness. In particular, life expectancy is a fundamental health outcome. Life
expectancy is defined as the probable number of years remaining in the life of a specified group of
individuals. It is determined statistically and incorporates various factors including location.
Life expectancy for Half Moon Bay residents is
more than two years shorter than that of
residents of San Mateo County as a whole. This
unfavorable health outcome signifies that more
can be done to support wellness in Half Moon
Bay. To that end, this Element explores ways to
reduce the incidence of chronic health
problems, accidents, and other causes of
reduced life span while also seeking ways to
support healthy lifestyle choices.

Life Expectancy – Persons Born in 2015:
•
•

Half Moon Bay – 79.2 years
San Mateo County – 81.5 years

Source: California Department of Public Health, Vital
Records Business Intelligence System, 2015

Of further note, the 2013 San Mateo County Community Health Needs Assessment reported
poorer health outcomes for specific populations throughout the county, especially for low-income
individuals and people of color. The County’s data reveals an approximate 10-year reduction in
lifespan for these populations as well as higher incidence of diabetes and other chronic diseases.
This condition is likely applicable to Half Moon Bay’s low-income and people of color and could
represent a lack of health equity, as discussed next.
Health Equity
Health equity is realized when all people in a community have the opportunity to achieve wellness.
Accomplishing this ideal requires identifying and working to address the root causes of poor health,
such as the social, economic, and physical conditions of the community. Sociodemographic
highlights are presented below. Aspects of the physical condition of the city relevant to wellness are
discussed in the next section, Areas of Focus.
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Demographics
Demographic characteristics are diverse in Half Moon Bay. A demographic snapshot of Half Moon
Bay is presented in Table 5-2. Additional demographic characteristics (i.e. age, disabilities, race,
ethnicity and others) are presented in the Housing Element and assumed to be pertinent to health
equity throughout this Element.
As previously referenced, the 2013 San Mateo County Health System study found that lower
income individuals and people of color have poorer health outcomes than the countywide average.
Also, American Community Survey (ACS) data indicates that lower income, older, disabled and
Spanish-speaking populations are more likely to be transit dependent or have reduced mobility.
Mobility limitations foster isolation and make accessing goods and services challenging, which
contributes to health inequity.
The Census and ACS population data show a trend toward an older population in Half Moon Bay.
The number of adults aged 65 years and older in Half Moon Bay increased by over 50 percent
between 2000 and 2011, while the city’s total population decreased by 5 percent over the same
period.1 The ACS also estimated that there are approximately 425 disabled residents in the city. Half
Moon Bay’s seniors and persons living with disabilities make up a notable percentage of the local
population and over half of these residents are lower income. Half Moon Bay also has a significant
Spanish-speaking population.

Income
Generally, economic health has a positive effect on wellness and is related to income. Half Moon
Bay’s median income is relatively high, even more so than high-earning San Mateo County as a
whole. This is likely due to a larger proportion of employed Half Moon Bay residents who commute
to professional and technical services industries in Silicon Valley and San Francisco. The poverty
rate estimate for 2014 was 3.6 percent, less than half the 7.5 percent estimated by the ACS in 2012
and 2013. The incidence of poverty is higher for seniors than for the community as a whole.
Half Moon Bay’s top industries include accommodations and food services supportive to local
tourism. Jobs from these sectors are the most abundant type in the city and tend to be lower paid.
Agriculture and fishing are also part of the local job base. Both industries are sensitive to
environmental factors such as adverse weather and larger scale commodity market forces.
The strong local economy has downsides; especially for individuals who are not able to fill higher
wage jobs or whose employment and/or compensation is seasonal or unpredictable. Housing cost
burden has been a challenge throughout the greater Bay Area for decades, and it worsens during
economic booms when both ownership and rental housing costs inflate. Living with housing cost
burden can be stressful and create strains on a household’s mental and physical well-being.

1

U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.
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Table 5-2: Half Moon Bay and San Mateo County Sociodemographic Highlights
Sociodemographic Characteristic

Half Moon Bay

San Mateo County

11,803

739,837

44.7 Years

39.4 Years

Seniors 65 Years and Over

17.7%

14.0%

Living with a Disability

10.0%

8.0%

Race:
Asian
African American
White
Other/more than one

4.5%
1.6%
83.8%
10.5%

26.0%
2.7%
56.4%
14.9%

Ethnicity:
Hispanic

31.2%

25.4%

Language Spoken at Home:
All other than English
Spanish

34.7%
27.0%

46.0%
34.7%

$103,239
3.6%
8.5%

$91,421
7.6%
6.5%

Population
Median Age

Income and Poverty:
Median Household Income (Adjusted to 2014 dollars)
Incidence of Poverty - Total Population
Incidence of Poverty - Seniors 65 Years and Over

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates.

AREAS OF FOCUS
Community input regarding wellness defined the following areas of focus: healthy environment,
healthy food, active living, healthcare, and community vitality. These topics reflect the community’s
concerns and priorities for improving wellness in the city, and are discussed below.
Healthy Environment
Healthy community environments are places designed and built to improve the quality of life for
everyone. The condition and function of the built and natural environments can be viewed in layers
for context: city, neighborhood, and home. Topics relevant to Half Moon Bay at these three levels
are discussed below.

City Environment
In Half Moon Bay, the city environment consists of interspersed diverse land uses, including a
mixed-use downtown, commercial clusters, residential neighborhoods, agriculture, and natural
areas supporting various habitats. The city itself is bounded by significant geographical features
from the Pacific Ocean and Santa Cruz Mountain foothills. This geography contributes to the
environmental health of residents, workers, and visitors, and can be examined in terms of the basic
components of land, air, and water quality.
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•   Land. Soil contamination within the city has not been widespread, and has been monitored
and managed so as to not pose near or long-term health concerns. LCLUP Section 2.4:
Coastal Resources and the Safety Element further discuss soil contamination.
•   Air. Good air quality is associated with lower incidence of asthma and other conditions,
and contributes to wellness. The Conservation and Open Space Element (Chapter 4)
contains discussion and policies related to air quality. Half Moon Bay’s air quality benefits
from the prevailing off-shore wind pattern and has not been identified as a significant
threat to local health.
•   Water. Water—comprising the potable drinking water supply; groundwater supply;
surface waters including streams, lakes, and the ocean; as well as storm water—is critical to
the health of humans and ecosystems while possessing the power to pose a threat to both.
Hydrology is discussed in LCLUP Section 2.4: Coastal Resources, and flooding is addressed
in Section 2.5: Coastal Hazards. Water supply is discussed in Section 2.2: Land Use, and
water conservation is discussed in Chapter 6: Conservation and Open Space Element.
Generally, the city’s water supplies are clean, safe, and well-managed; however, advancing
local stormwater management is an area of ongoing City effort.
Green infrastructure is an
emerging practice that utilizes
Green Infrastructure: The practice of designing and
natural systems to manage
building with nature. The underlying principle is to
stormwater. In its geography
treat stormwater as a resource rather than a waste
and hydrology, Half Moon
product. Additional related terms and concepts
Bay lends itself to a green
include low impact development (LID) and green
infrastructure
approach.
streets whereby the built environment—both private
Other than culverts under
development and public infrastructure—work with
Highway 1, most of the city’s
natural systems.
creeks and drainages remain
in relatively natural states
with riparian conditions
present. The City has made a long-term commitment to study and implement an
environmentally sensitive and effective stormwater management system. Such a system
would direct, retain, and release stormwater using natural features; could be used to
recharge the groundwater supply; reduce saltwater intrusion, and could support sensitive
habitat areas while also protecting people, property, and infrastructure from hydrological
hazards. These same tools can be effectively utilized to adapt to sea level rise.

Neighborhood Environment
Neighborhoods are fundamental to community life. Neighborhood design affects safety, social
interaction, community cohesion, and sense of place. Neighborhoods that are not comfortable for
walking; that do not link to goods and services; or that do not have quality public spaces such as
parks, walkways, and streetscapes, can limit residents’ options for healthy lifestyle choices. This
limitation can be further exacerbated when vandalism and nuisances such as graffiti and dumping
are evident, diminishing the neighborhood’s sense of safety and cohesion.
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Many of Half Moon Bay’s neighborhoods are
Crime
Prevention
Through
disconnected from each other and are further
Environmental
Design
(CPTED):
detached by Highway 1. Some neighborhoods do not
CPTED is a multi-disciplinary
have walkways, parks, or gathering places, hindering
approach to deterring criminal
opportunities for residents to linger outdoors or
behavior through design of the built
enjoy spontaneous encounters with neighbors.
environment. Strategies rely upon the
Although it may be difficult to change all of these
ability to influence offender decisions
conditions, much can be done to improve residential
that precede criminal acts. CPTED
areas. For example, with respect to criminal and
principles are especially relevant to the
nuisance
activities,
neighborhood
watches,
design of individual projects and at the
utilization
of
Crime
Prevention
through
neighborhood level.
Environmental Design (CPTED) techniques, and the
addition of pedestrian-scale lighting can all
contribute to more “eyes on the street” and an overall
better impression of neighborhood stewardship. Infrastructure projects for new and improved
walkways, trails, parks and gathering spaces can further support neighborhood safety and cohesion.

Home Environment
Many conditions affect the quality and safety of the home environment, including natural hazards,
noise and lighting, and hazardous materials found inside homes. Potential natural hazards
including fire, flood, and seismic events can seriously damage residential structures, rendering
them unsafe for use. Excessive noise and lighting in the environment can cause residents to suffer
disturbances to sleep and other daily activities. Hazardous materials such as lead-based paint,
asbestos, and mold, can cause serious long-term health problems, and the use of certain cleaning
supplies, paints, solvents, fertilizers, and pesticides can diminish indoor air quality and pose a risk
for localized contamination in case of spills.
Many of these home environmental concerns are addressed in other portions of the LCLUP and
General Plan elements. The Coastal Hazards section of the LCLUP and the Safety Element focus on
natural hazards. Noise affecting the home environment is addressed in the Noise Element. Lighting
is considered in the Coastal Resources section of the LCLUP and the Conservation and Open Space
Element. The Housing Element addresses housing quality generally as well as specific home-based
hazards for home air quality and the abatement of lead, asbestos and mold.
Safe and healthy home environments are further supported by other regulations and programs
administered by the City and the County of San Mateo. Building codes provide standards to ensure
that structures are habitable and safe, and require new and remodeled homes to be resilient to local
environmental hazards. San Mateo County’s Department of Environmental Health provides
information about hazardous household materials, encouraging households to make safer and less
toxic choices. The County’s Household Hazardous Waste Program accepts a wide range of
potentially toxic household products for recycling or proper disposal.
One area of increasing concern is vector control, especially mosquitos. With West Nile Virus
present in San Mateo County, broad community awareness about standing water and its role in
promoting mosquito populations is important. The San Mateo County Mosquito Abatement and
Vector Control District is proactive in their education campaigns as Dengue Fever, Zika Virus, and
many other mosquito-borne diseases have been identified as potential future threats.
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Other potential sources of vectors include agricultural operations, farms, and pastures, which, due
to the city’s patchwork development pattern, are in many cases located in close proximity to homes.
Special attention has been made by local agricultural operators to ensure that vectors related to
their operations, are managed so as to not adversely impact nearby residents.
Healthy Food
A decades old international food movement continues to resonate throughout the Bay Area.
Although the terminology and priorities have been evolving, the movement tends toward
recommending a diet that is mostly plant-based, with minimally processed foods. This movement
examines food systems and opportunities to increase food security. Incorporating local food
production into the built environment (i.e. urban farming) is encouraged. In Half Moon Bay,
advocacy for locally-sourced seasonal produce and seafood is a natural extension of the culture of
the Midcoast’s long-standing agricultural and fishing industries.

Healthy Eating Behaviors
The United States Recommended Daily Allowances (USRDA), suggests that daily consumption
comprise at least five servings of fruits and vegetables. A diet lacking in fruits and vegetables will
often include more processed and prepared foods, which tend to have higher levels of sodium and
saturated fats than a more plant-based diet. Thus, fruit and vegetable consumption as a measure of
healthy eating represents aspects of the diet as a whole.
Half Moon Bay and the adjacent unincorporated Midcoast compare unfavorably to San Mateo
County and the State for healthy eating behavior, as indicated by fruit and vegetable consumption.
Only about 16 percent of the local adult population meets the USRDA recommendation for fruit
and vegetable consumption, compared to an estimated 18 percent of adults in San Mateo County
and 25 percent of adults throughout the state.2

Overweight, Obesity and Related Health Conditions
Overweight and obesity contribute to a variety of serious health conditions, especially diabetes,
cancer, arthritis, and cardiovascular disease. Moreover, it has been well established that obesity is
the top risk factor for developing Type 2 diabetes. In San Mateo County, a 2013 assessment found
that the incidence of obesity almost doubled over a 15-year period from 1998 to 2013. Tracking
with that finding, the prevalence of diabetes in San Mateo County more than doubled during the
same period.
Because of the relationship between diet and body weight, the incidence of obesity is an indicator
of a less than ideal diet. Furthermore, the incidence of diabetes, which is closely related to
overweight and obesity, is an indicator of the impact of an unhealthy diet on health. Chart 5-1
presents the incidence of obesity and diabetes for the City of Half Moon Bay, San Mateo County,
and the State of California. Body Mass Index (BMI) is used as the measure for obesity. BMI is an
estimate of the amount of body fat a person carries based on height and weight. A BMI over 25 is

2 Source: Healthy Food Access Portal (www.healthfoodaccess.org), supported by Policy Link, The Food Trust and Reinvestment Fund; based on Behavioral Risk Factor
Surveillance System (BRFSS) and American Community Survey data.
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considered overweight and a BMI over 30 obese. For incidence of diabetes, the data is an estimate
of all adults ever diagnosed with diabetes for each population area.
Chart 5-1: Obesity and Diabetes, 2013
30%
25%
20%

Half Moon Bay and Adjacent
Unincorporated Midcoast

15%

San Mateo County

10%

California

5%
0%
Obesity: BMI of 30 or greater

Diabetes: Adults ever
diagnosed with diabetes

Source: Healthy Food Access Portal (www.healthfoodaccess.org), supported by Policy Link, The Food Trust and Reinvestment
Fund; based on Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) and American Community Survey data.

Because of the many health conditions associated with overweight and obesity, it is concerning that
an estimated 25 percent of the adult Half Moon Bay and Midcoast population may be obese. Almost
12 percent of San Mateo County’s adult population, including Half Moon Bay and the Midcoast,
has been diagnosed with diabetes at some point. Improving eating behaviors, equitably, is therefore
an important consideration for the community.

Factors Affecting Eating Behaviors
There are a number of factors that affect healthy eating behaviors, including education, access, and
affordability. These factors are directly relevant to quality of life and life expectancy, and are
discussed below.

Education
In Half Moon Bay, nutrition, gardening, and cooking classes are provided by non- and for-profit
entities. For school-age children, the Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) Project is of note for
providing multi-faceted healthy food education to Midcoast youth. For over 10 years, this Half
Moon Bay-based nonprofit has been educating children about healthy choices. The HEAL Project
supports programming in local schools and conducts summer camps centered on local agriculture,
gardening, and nutrition.
Another highlight is the evolving local “slow food” movement. The constructs of this movement—
good, clean, and fair food—are evident in the marketing of many Half Moon Bay restaurants and
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have been bringing healthy food education into the mainstream as part of the dining experience for
many years.
The City can promote awareness and education about healthy food in a number of ways. For
example, the following approaches can be incorporated into communications, events, and
landscape maintenance activities that the City already performs:
•   Health and Wellness Information. As a baseline, the City can track, report, and support
the dissemination of more information about community health and wellness indicators
(i.e. life expectancy and the incidence of obesity and diabetes).
•   Modeling Healthy Food Practices. The City could showcase healthy food practices at Citysponsored events by promoting locally sourced food and providing healthier alternatives
to sugary drinks.
•   Demonstration Gardens. Demonstration gardens planted on City or other public
property could further integrate healthy food awareness into the community landscape
while activating underutilized areas. A range of practices could be shown: water
conservation; organic and environmentally safer practices for fertilizing and pest and weed
control; and for optimizing the local climate conditions and long growing season.

Access
Geographically, Half Moon Bay residents have reasonably good access to healthy food. There are
two full-service grocery stores in the center of town, a smaller market Downtown, and a wellattended weekly farmers’ market during the long growing season. Roadside stands within and
around town provide even more options for fresh and locally grown seasonal produce. The city is
home to a variety of dining options, concentrated Downtown and along Highway 1, with unique
cafes and restaurants in addition to fast food establishments.
The food movement lexicon includes the terms “food swamp” and “food desert” to describe
environments where access to healthy food is limited. Food swamps are areas with an abundance
of highly processed, low-nutrient food from convenience markets and fast food restaurants. Half
Moon Bay lacks dense clusters of fast food and convenience markets and therefore does not exhibit
food swamp conditions. A food desert is a neighborhood with limited options for fresh fruits and
vegetables because it is cut off from grocery stores, markets and produce stands. Figure 5-1 in the
Active Living discussion shows that neighborhoods in the north and south ends of town are well
outside walking distance to grocery stores. However, this does not mean that these areas are food
deserts, because automobile access is reasonable and the norm for most Half Moon Bay residents.
Additional grocery options could improve convenience and enable walking and biking trips to
neighborhood markets. (Note: Walking distance and walkshed are further described in the Active
Living section of this Element).
A number of measures could potentially improve the distribution of fresh produce markets
throughout Half Moon Bay, especially those that feature locally produced products.
•   New Grocery Markets. Small markets predominately offering grocery staples could
improve access to healthy food throughout Half Moon Bay. These markets could also cater
to visitors, but should be discouraged from stocking a predominance of prepared foods and
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sugary drinks. It may be difficult to bring a new grocery store to town; however, produce
stands, additional farmers’ markets, or pop-up produce or fish stands, could also provide
for both neighborhood residents and visitors traveling through town.
•   Farm Stands. Some local farm operators sell directly from farm stands adjacent to their
fields. This practice could be encouraged and even showcased with signage and other
marketing to support both the distribution of healthy food and the economic viability of
local agriculture.

Affordability
Some Half Moon Bay community members have expressed the concern that local grocery stores
are priced out of their budgets. Residents describe that they routinely travel “over the hill” in search
of lower price points to stock up on basics and buy groceries in bulk. Because Half Moon Bay is not
anticipated to experience significant growth in the future, prospects for a new large-scale, lower
cost grocery store are low within the 2040 planning horizon for this Element.
The City is supportive of a number of food programs for low-income residents and provides space
to the Second Harvest Food Bank, which hosts a weekly free breakfast and a monthly food bank for
homeless and unemployed residents. The City is also a member of the San Mateo County Library
Joint Powers Authority, which runs a free lunch program in the Half Moon Bay Library.
There is broad interest in improving access to affordable healthy food. To do so, options are
available for integrating small-scale food production, distribution and preservation practices
through home and community garden efforts.
•   Kitchen Gardens. Long a part of traditional American landscapes, the home garden plot
may be one of the most underutilized opportunities for integrating food production into
the built environment. Typically located in the back yards of residential properties,
common kitchen gardens comprise a small plot or collection of raised beds where
vegetables, fruit, or herbs are grown for household consumption. Even small plots can be
very productive, as demonstrated during both World Wars as part of the home front effort
when “victory gardens” were widely planted throughout the country.
Since the early 2000s, in response to cyclical drought on the west coast, residents have been
encouraged, and in some cases required, to reduce water consumption. Landscape
irrigation is a primary target for water conservation. Municipal “Lawn Be Gone” programs
throughout California have offered financial incentives to home owners for landscape
revision projects that permanently replace lawn with low-water use landscaping. This has
encouraged the transition to ornamental and/or edible plantings, many of which can be
irrigated with great efficiency.
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•   Edible Landscapes. (Also known as
foodscapes, agricscapes, and front
yard farming): Beyond the garden
plot,
this
approach
involves
incorporating and optimizing food
production throughout the property.
Integrating
produce-bearing
ornamental trees, shrubs, ground
covers, and vines into traditional
plantings can create an attractive,
productive
and
sustainable
residential yard. Examples are cane
berries for hedging, fruiting trees for
shade, and leafy greens and herbs
mixed in with foundation and border
plantings. Agriscape approaches can
work in both single and multi-family
residential landscaping. For singlefamily neighborhoods, the popular
additions of backyard chickens and
beekeeping further increase the
bounty of the residential landscape.

•   Community Gardens. Community

Victory Gardens: Holding a special place in
the culture of American home gardening,
slogans from the victory garden eras -- “grow
vitamins at your kitchen door” -- resonate with
the spirit of today’s burgeoning food
movement -- “farm to fork.” Historians have
estimated that the collective production from
the multitude of these gardens approached the
commercial agricultural output levels that
would have been achievable during the war
years.
Garden Design: The kitchen garden may be
designed for aesthetics as much as for
production, often in very small spaces. Tightly
patterned herbal knot plantings and spacesaving espaliers are traditional approaches in
English and French gardens, or potagers. In
the Bay Area, examples include plots tended in
narrow landscape parking strips and vertical
planting methods sometimes referred to as
greenwalls.

Edible Landscaping: A hybrid of landscaping
members are enthusiastic about the
and very small-scale farming where all or
prospect for community gardens in
major areas of a lawn or property are used to
Half Moon Bay. Community gardens
grow food.
are typically established on publiclyowned land and tended collectively
by residents. Beyond enjoying
affordable fresh produce, community garden participants engage in community building,
are connected to the environment, and benefit from the physical activity of gardening.
From a land use perspective, community gardens can bring vitality to underutilized areas.
•   Food Preservation. Safe food preservation practices are important for home gardeners. As
with commercial farming, many home crops ripen all at once and cannot be consumed
fresh by a single household. Proper preservation increases the usefulness of the yield,
improving return on investment for serious home gardening efforts.
•   Food Sharing. Donating to a food bank and other food sharing approaches, whether
organized or ad hoc, extend the benefits of a healthy bounty, help reduce waste, and make
food more affordable.
Policies in the LCLUP provide additional support for food production within Half Moon Bay.
These policies are aimed at strengthening the agricultural heritage of the community and address
the preservation and economic viability of commercial agricultural uses within the city. They are
located in Section 2.2: Land Use and Section 2.4: Coastal Resources. The Conservation and Open
Space Element further considers the conservation of agricultural uses.
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Active Living
Recreation and active transportation contribute to an active lifestyle. Recreation is covered later in
this Element. Active transportation modes are any form of human-powered transportation such as
using a wheelchair, walking, cycling, skating or skateboarding, and taking transit (which typically
requires a walk or other active mode at one or both trips ends). Active transportation is best
incorporated into an active lifestyle when these modes can be utilized for work and school
commuting, grocery shopping, and other routine and frequent trips and errands.

Complete Streets
For residents and visitors to regularly engage in active
Complete Streets: Complete Streets
transportation, there need to be reasonable options for
are streets for everyone. Complete
making healthy choices. This means that active
Streets make it easy to cross the street,
transportation routes for pedestrians and bicycles are
walk to shops, and bicycle to work.
well-linked, safe, efficient, pleasant to use, and
They allow buses to run on time and
connected to convenient public transportation.
make it safe for people to walk to and
Complete Streets is one approach to encouraging shifts
from bus stops.
to active transportation modes. The Circulation
Element features policies for Complete Streets to ensure
that the City routinely designs and operates the right-of-way to enable safe access for all users,
regardless of age, ability, or mode of transportation, including active modes.

Mode Share/Mode Split
Mode share (or mode split) is the percentage of trips made using different travel modes, including
active modes. Mode share is not known for all trips made within the city; however, mode share for
both work and school commute trips is available. Referred to as “journey to work” and “journey to
school,” this information is highly relevant with respect to the community’s utilization of active
modes because commute trips comprise the most routine and frequent types of weekday travel.
•   Journey to Work. Chart 5-2 presents journey to work mode share for Half Moon Bay and
San Mateo County. Being a small coastal town, Half Moon Bay’s transit service is not
equivalent to that available in the more urbanized San Mateo County bayside cities. For
employed Half Moon Bay residents, of which about 70 percent work outside of town, it is
not surprising that the use of public transit and other active modes for the commute trip
occurs at a much lower rate than for other San Mateo County commuters.
As a percentage, more Half Moon Bay residents carpool or work at home than their San
Mateo County counterparts. Although these modes make up small segments of the total
and do not represent active transportation. Both of these behaviors have positive
implications for community cohesiveness. Carpool formation suggests community-based
relationships, and employed residents working from home can contribute to weekday
neighborhood vitality.
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Chart 5-2: Journey to Work Mode Share, 2010-2014
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
Half Moon Bay

20%

San Mateo County

10%
0%

Source: American Community Survey, 2010 – 2014

•   Journey to School. The 2015 journey to school mode share is presented in Chart 5-3 for
Hatch Elementary, Cunha Intermediate, and Half Moon Bay High schools. Carpooling,
public transportation and walking mode shares are all higher for students than for those
commuting to work. This data may signify that the school trip, being more localized than
work commute trips, is more adaptable to active modes.
It is of note that only 1 percent of high school students report biking to school. This appears
to be an opportunity area, as cycling can be an excellent option for youth and, relative to
cars, bikes are affordable to own and maintain and have no fuel costs. Moreover, the
predominant flatness of the City makes for ideal terrain. The Circulation Element
anticipates new linkages that can better connect the high school to the bicycle network. In
conjunction with these improvements, bicycle safety education could give parents a higher
level of comfort with this mode as their students acquire the skills for navigating the Half
Moon Bay cycling environment.
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Chart 5-3: Journey to School Mode Share, 2015
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%

Hatch Elementary School

20%

Cunha Intermediate School

10%

Half Moon Bay High School

0%

Notes: For high school students taking an automobile-related mode (including those in the Drove and Carpooled
categories), nearly 75 percent were driven (typically via family car), and the remaining 25 percent drove
themselves. The walking mode share reported for Hatch and Cunha includes students who commute by
skateboard or scooter (1 to 2 percent of the walking mode share).
Source: Cabrillo Unified School District Safe Routes to School Survey, September 2015.

Note to the Reader: 2016 data is available and will be used in the next revision of the Healthy
Community Element. The mode share data for 2016 is substantially similar to the 2015 data presented
in Chart 5-3.
The journey to work and school data suggest that to increase active transportation mode share it
may be most strategic to prioritize facilities and programs serving populations traveling within the
local area. These trips primarily consist of weekday student commutes; residents’ in-town trips for
goods and services; and weekend visitor trips to and through the city. Options that avoid or improve
traveling along highly congested Highways 1 and 92 may provide the most motivation for these
populations to shift to active transportation modes. The Circulation Element addresses all of these
opportunities.
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Walkability
While mode share looks at circulation behaviors, walkability focuses on the condition of the
walking environment. Walkability assessment starts with a key question: Is there anything to walk
to? Walking distance and walksheds are the primary quantitative variables in answering this
question, while walking audits and walking environment indices provide a qualitative view of
walkability.
•   Walking Distance. Planning studies have found that most people are willing and able to
walk for five minutes, or about one quarter-mile, to goods, services, and other destinations
of interest. Certainly, many people cannot routinely walk that far, and others are
comfortable walking longer distances. For this Element, walking distance is defined to be
one quarter-mile for local-serving uses like neighborhood parks and small-scale
commercial uses. The defined walking distance to more significant destinations is one halfmile. These destinations include full-service grocery stores, schools, the Library,
Downtown Main Street, the beaches, and other high volume community uses.
•   Walksheds. Walksheds are areas that can be conveniently reached on foot within a defined
walking distance from a geographic point or attraction. For this discussion, grocery stores
and parks have been selected as example attractions due to their importance to routine tripmaking. Figure 5-1: Walksheds depicts walksheds around existing grocery stores, parks,
schools and other community attractions. This map conveys that entire neighborhoods are
located fully outside the walksheds of many of the city’s goods and services and recreation
opportunities.
•   Walk Audits. Walk audits are an effective way to determine the condition of the walking
environment in any particular area. These audits are especially helpful around schools,
mixed use, and commercial areas. Typically, walk audits are conducted on-site by a team
of stakeholders along with pedestrian transportation design experts. Participants walk
through every section of the audit study area and record findings as they go. Audits identify
features affecting the walking experience taking into account driver visibility at pedestrian
street crossings, the state of walkways, and presence or lack of curb ramps, among many
other details. The outcome of a walk audit is a list of improvements, prioritizing any needed
safety and ADA upgrades. Similar audits can be performed for bicycle and transit access.
•   Walk Indices. For a qualitative assessment of walkability, a number of software-based
mapping tools are available. These tools generate indices using geographic information (i.e.
land use and travel patterns) and user input. Higher scores are assigned to areas with welldeveloped pedestrian networks and overlapping walksheds. Areas without walking
destinations and lacking pedestrian infrastructure score low. Walk Score is one of the best
known indices and uses a scale of zero (the least walkable) to 100 (the most walkable).
Figure 5-2 presents the Walk Scores for each neighborhood area in Half Moon Bay. Scores
are highest for Downtown and centrally located neighborhoods, and lower for the
neighborhoods at the north and south ends of town.
To improve walkability, the City can refer to walking distance, the walkshed concept, results of walk
audits, and indices like Walk Score when considering public infrastructure projects and private
development proposals.
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Figure 5-1: Walksheds
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Figure 5-2: Neighborhood Walk Score
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Transportation Safety
Improving transportation safety is a community priority. At multiple community engagement
forums, residents have recalled serious traffic accidents, some involving pedestrians or cyclists.
Benchmarked to different measures of vehicular travel volume, accidents involving fatalities are
more common in Half Moon Bay than in the rest of San Mateo County, as presented in Table 5-3.
Table 5-3: Fatality Rate per Vehicles Miles Traveled, 2009-2013

Half Moon Bay
San Mateo County

Number of
Collisions

Number of
Collisions with
Fatalities

Percent of
Collisions with
Fatalities

Fatalities per 100 Million
Vehicle Miles Traveled(VMT)

134

4

3%

20.7

12,826

180

1.4%

2.0

Source: 2013 Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System, 2013 California Public Records Report

Note to the Reader: Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) includes miles travelled within and through a
jurisdiction annually. San Mateo County coastside and bay side VMT characteristics are
substantially different; thus VMT may not be an appropriate benchmark for this data. In the
forthcoming environmental review for the LCLUP and General Plan updates, VMT will be further
assessed and its usefulness for this purpose will be better understood. It is provided in this first public
draft to offer an additional perspective on this topic.
One reason for this relatively high rate of serious accidents is that the City’s only through street is
Highway 1. Vehicular trips on the highway, and bike and pedestrian routes along or crossing this
route, can be challenging due to high vehicle speeds when not congested, very high traffic volumes
during peak periods, and reduced visibility caused by coastal fog. Weekend visitor traffic also
appears to be a factor. Thirty percent of the Half Moon Bay collisions occurred on Saturdays and
Sundays, while 24 percent of the San Mateo County collisions occurred on weekend days. To
address the community’s concerns about safety, residents have been supportive of a number of key
improvements. In particular, new signalized crossings of Highway 1 will be especially supportive of
pedestrian and cyclist modes. The Circulation Element also addresses neighborhood traffic calming
and includes improvements to other segments of the Highway 1 corridor.
If the community is interested, additional emphasis
on transportation safety can be considered. For
example, Vision Zero is an approach being
implemented in a number of cities and towns in the
United States and throughout Europe. Vision Zero
establishes safety as the priority over other goals,
such as reducing congestion. Lower speed limits
could be an outcome of applying the Vision Zero
perspective.

Vision Zero: Originating from the
Swedish approach to road safety adopted
in 1997, specifically that no loss of life is
acceptable. As put into practice in cities
throughout the United States, Vision
Zero is an initiative that makes safety the
highest priority for streets with special
attention paid to pedestrian safety.
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Healthcare
Health indicators reviewed earlier in this Element include life expectancy and incidence of obesity
and diabetes. In every case, Half Moon Bay’s health outcomes are behind those of San Mateo
County. Appreciating that health outcomes for Half Moon Bay residents may be somewhat lower
than for San Mateo County as a whole, this information can inform the priorities for education,
programs, and healthcare services.

Healthcare Utilization
Understanding the community’s utilization of healthcare is important for several reasons.
Utilization indicators can reveal issues with access and determine if community members are taking
advantage of preventative care services. For this Element, healthcare utilization indicators were
selected to represent the community as a whole as signified by insurance and immunization rates.
Data for Half Moon Bay and San Mateo County for these measures is presented in Table 5-4.
Table 5-4: Healthcare Utilization
Healthcare Utilization
(Estimated percentage of total population or
utilization rate as noted)

Half Moon Bay

San Mateo County

Health Insurance:
Uninsured

8.2%

10.2%

Immunization:
Kindergarten
7th Grade

98%
99%

95%
99%

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, California Department of Public
Health Immunization Rates in Childcare and Schools, 2015-2016, San Mateo County Health System, Family Health
Services, 2015

	
  
From these indicators, Half Moon Bay’s healthcare utilization is substantially similar, and in some
cases modestly favorable, in comparison to San Mateo County as a whole. Over 90 percent of Half
Moon Bay’s residents have health insurance. Immunization rates for school age children are near
100 percent.

Existing Healthcare Services
Healthcare services in the San Mateo County Midcoast area are somewhat limited because of its
relatively low population density. Existing facilities include the following:
•   Seton Coastside Hospital in Moss Beach has an emergency room and skilled nursing
provisions;
•   Coastside Clinic offers comprehensive services and is operated by the San Mateo County
Health System for qualifying lower income patients; the same facility also provides space
for Rotacare which provides urgent care, referrals, vaccinations, etc. with limited hours;
•   Emergency services and ambulance and helicopter transport; and
•   Private practice medical, dental, vision, mental health and behavioral healthcare.
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Healthcare Service Needs and Opportunities
When asked about their healthcare needs and existing gaps in healthcare services currently
provided on the Coastside, Half Moon Bay residents identified the following opportunities for
development, enhancement, or expansion in this sector:
•   Urgent care clinic open 24 hours;
•   Laboratory for blood testing and other routine screenings;
•   Mobile healthcare for vaccinations, physicals, and referrals;
•   Dialysis center;
•   Medical supplies and equipment;
•   More mental health and behavioral healthcare;
•   Long-term care, including rehabilitation centers, skilled nursing facilities, assisted living
and memory care; and
•   In-home care.

New and Enhanced Healthcare Services and Facilities
Half Moon Bay can take two primary approaches to pursue opportunities for development,
enhancement, and expansion of local healthcare facilities and services. First, the City can advocate
for new and expanded services and facilities. Identifying existing care providers and encouraging
service retention and expansion can raise awareness and increase community interest in advocacy.
The second approach is to review land use regulations applicable to healthcare in the zoning
standards and parking requirements. If standards are found to hinder the expansion of existing or
siting of new facilities, code amendments could be considered. Some of the desired types of new
healthcare facilities have a residential orientation, such as assisted living and memory care. The City
could evaluate whether it would be appropriate to allow these types of facilities near or within
residential areas.

Vulnerable Populations
The healthcare needs of vulnerable populations to be considered in advocating and planning for
healthcare services and facilities include the following:
•   Lower income and Spanish-speaking community members needing healthcare access and
information;
•   Senior community members striving to age in place; and
•   Employed residents lacking sick leave.
The Coastside Clinic provides care to lower income residents and has provided outreach regarding
preventative care programs for children in lower income families. For Spanish-speaking
community members, Seton Coastside Hospital, the Coastside Clinic, and Rotacare ensure that
Spanish-speaking practitioners are available, as do many private practices. The City can encourage
and support the continuation of these provisions.
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For many community members, the desire to age in place, either in their current home, or elsewhere
in Half Moon Bay is an emotional topic. This was another theme that resonated with local senior
residents while developing the Housing Element. The aging of the population will increase demand
for the relatively limited number of housing options that would support downsizing from single
family houses and be less maintenance intensive, such as one-level condominium and apartment
homes. Older residents expressed serious concern about the prospect of having to relocate should
they need supportive housing in the future. For many, this will mean leaving behind friends and
the small town culture that they have been a part of, in some cases, for their entire lives. In
conjunction with advocacy and zoning updates supportive to healthcare uses, the City can identify
sites that would be appropriate for assisted living and other healthcare facilities.
Community members have expressed concern that there are many residents employed locally
without healthcare insurance or other benefits. In particular, it was noted that lack of sick leave is
a significant barrier to accessing healthcare. To maintain their income, many employees work when
they are sick, which does not help them to recover and also exposes other workers in cases of
contagious illnesses. This issue has been progressing since the 2014 passage of the Healthy
Workplace, Healthy Families Act at the State level and the City can consider supporting future
advocacy.

Preventative Care and Lifestyle Choices
Preventative healthcare services traditionally include routine screenings and vaccinations.
Healthcare practitioners also provide counseling about nutrition, physical activity, tobacco and
alcohol use, stress reduction techniques, and many other lifestyle choices affecting wellness. For
example, a modest walking routine is encouraged as a preventative practice for maintaining lifelong
mobility. Trends in preventative care promote the pursuit of wellness as a proactive endeavor
consisting of lifestyle choices made daily over time by individuals, families, and communities.
Supporting healthy lifestyle choices has led other communities to address excessive alcohol and
tobacco sales and marketing when it is found to be over-concentrated or targeted to youth. The
City may wish to study this further in the future; however, this potential challenge does not appear
to be prevalent in Half Moon Bay at this time.
Another lifestyle topic related to preventative care is the health benefits of pet ownership. Half
Moon Bay youth, including elementary, intermediate and high school students, conveyed that they
are very concerned about neglect and overpopulation of domestic pets. Adult residents expressed
their interest in dog parks and the benefits of companion animals for low income and elderly, for
which positive health effects are well documented. With this theme, although perhaps unusual, the
Half Moon Bay Healthy Community Element is concerned with the health and wellbeing of the
community’s pets. The City can continue to be supportive of various programs available for lower
cost veterinary care and education for responsible pet ownership.
Community Vitality
For this Element, community vitality means providing for the civic, educational, and social needs
and interests of community members of all ages and abilities. To this end, Half Moon Bay residents
have expressed that they would like opportunities to be a part of the activities, character, and pace
of small town life that contribute to community culture in Half Moon Bay.
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Inclusive Governance
The City values inclusive governance and maintains multiple conduits for providing timely
information and inviting participation. The City offers a community academy series which presents
an overview of the management and governance system of Half Moon Bay, while also providing an
opportunity for participants to build relationships that will strengthen the community.
Additionally, as part of the decision making process, the City frequently hosts community forums
for vetting topics of special interest well in advance of public hearings. This proactive approach
brings community members into the dialogue early and recognizes and incorporates their input
better than a perfunctory notification and hearing process can.
The City can continue current practices that foster community engagement, and also consider new
strategies to help broaden the audience, diversify the voices heard, provide more opportunities for
input, and include more people in civic processes. Examples include encouraging participation by
elderly, disabled, low-income, and Spanish-speaking residents. Leveraging the broad reach of
established community forums including Next Door and other social networks can also cultivate
community-oriented conversations.

Lifelong Learning
Community members are interested in a broad spectrum of opportunities for lifelong learning and
enrichment, reflected in the types of facilities and programs provided by the City and community
partners. In 2015 the City approved a new library which will also function as an educational and
social hub for the community. The new Half Moon Bay Library design allows for an expanded
multimedia collection as well as curriculum including classes and activities for children, youth,
families, adults and the elderly. In addition to the City, service providers supporting education and
enrichment include the San Mateo County Health System, the Boys and Girls Club, and non-profits
such as Coastside Land Trust. Senior Coastsiders provides frequent and diverse programs and
classes suited to their membership.
The following additional enrichment and education program and service needs have been
identified for Half Moon Bay:
•   Young Children (infants, toddlers and preschool-age). Half Moon Bay—and the San
Mateo County Midcoast area as a whole—have a childcare shortage, especially affordable
care and spaces for children aged 2 to 4 years old, as identified by a 2016 childcare needs
assessment and supply and demand analysis published by the San Mateo County Human
Services Agency.
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•   Youth (school-age). Many school-age children
need out-of-school and afterschool care.,
Ongoing programs with tutoring and
enrichment in life skills, health, fitness and
safety are expected to continue and could
expand. Of further benefit, they provide a safe
place and supervision for youth.
•   Adults. Workforce development and local
access to community college programs were
expressed as a priority interest by community
members.

Half Moon Bay and San Mateo
County Midcoast Childcare Spaces
Supply and Demand:
2015
Supply
536

2015
Demand
885

2025
Demand
957

Source: Half Moon Bay Region Profile, Child
Care Supply and Demand Summary – 2015 and
2025, June 2016.

Community Building
Community building is realized through relationships made between neighbors; participation in
local civic, faith-based, or social organizations; and numerous other pursuits that bring community
members together. These relationships are the building blocks of a socially connected and resilient
community. In a connected community, members are more apt to develop a shared appreciation
for community assets and resources that bring forth stewardship. In socially connected
neighborhoods, the babysitter lives down the street, neighbors share the bounty of their gardens,
and elderly and disabled residents are less isolated. These connections further support safety and
resilience through community engagement in emergency preparedness and establishment of
community based communication channels. The City’s contribution to community building is
significant and multifaceted. Overseeing inclusive governance, providing gathering opportunities
through recreation facilities and programming, and implementing neighborhood safety measures
are some examples of the City’s role in community building identified in this Element.

5.3   Parks and Recreation
Additional discussion of recreational facilities, including beaches and trails, is located in the Local
Coastal Land Use Plan, in Section 2.3: Coastal Access and Recreation. Discussion related to trail
improvements is located in Chapter 3: Circulation Element.
Half Moon Bay’s parks and recreation system is a central component of community life in the city,
providing opportunities for leisure, exercise, gathering, and events. The City provides facilities for
youth, adults, and families to enjoy activities outdoors, including play lots, sports fields, picnic
areas, and trails. The recreation system also makes use of Half Moon Bay’s characteristic beaches
and upland open space areas for passive recreation, with supporting amenities provided by the City
and State recreation departments. The city’s facilities and recreational programming are a treasured
asset among community members, who desire a well-distributed, well-maintained, and high quality
parks and recreation system to serve residents of all interests, ages, and abilities well into the future.
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RECREATION AND ACTIVE LIVING
Diverse park and recreation offerings are a hallmark of a healthy community. When sited and
designed to serve the wide range of residents in a community, these facilities and programs provide
key opportunities to engage in active living and other healthy behaviors described in Section 5.2.
There may be opportunities to use the parks and recreation system to encourage active living
among Half Moon Bay residents, as suggested by indicators for activity and fitness levels. In a recent
assessment, the city’s adult population reported higher levels of inactivity compared to San Mateo
County and to California as a whole (Table 5-5). Based on survey input, about 26 percent of adult
Half Moon Bay residents reported being inactive over the 30-day period preceding the survey.
Table 5-5: Health Behaviors - Adult Inactivity Levels, 2013
Area:

Adults: Reporting to be physically inactive
over the past 30 days

Half Moon Bay

25.8%

San Mateo County

24.9%

California

23.7%

Source: Healthy Food Access Portal (www.healthyfoodaccess.org), supported by Policy Link,
The Food Trust and Reinvestment Fund; based on Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
(BRFSS) and American Community Survey data.

For youth, activity levels can be inferred from fitness level data. Student fitness levels throughout
the state are tracked annually for fifth, seventh, and ninth graders. Fitness level is a measure of
ability to achieve six fitness standards. Chart 5-4 presents the percentage of students that
accomplished at least five of the six fitness standards at Half Moon Bay’s three public schools: Hatch
Elementary, Cunha Intermediate, and Half Moon Bay High School. These schools are part of the
Cabrillo Unified School District (CUSD), which covers Half Moon Bay as well as the surrounding
unincorporated Midcoast communities; therefore, some of the students represented in the data may
live outside of Half Moon Bay. In general, Half Moon Bay’s fitness achievement was comparable to
San Mateo County as a whole, with higher achievement levels for the seventh-grade cohort,
however, there is room for improvement at all grade levels.
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Chart 5-4: Health Behaviors - Student Fitness, 2014-2015
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%

Half Moon Bay

30%

San Mateo County

20%
10%
0%
5th Grade Hatch
Elementary

7th Grade - Cunha
Intermediate

9th Grade Half Moon Bay High
School

Source: 2014-2015 California Physical Fitness Report, California Department of Education

By providing facilities for physical activity and programming for physical education and other
healthy behaviors, the parks and recreation system can play an important role in promoting active
living. The City can continue to develop its parks and programming to improve accessibility,
convenience, variety, and safety in order to serve more community members. The City can also
examine whether or not current activity and fitness levels are indicative of undesirable conditions
that discourage people from using the existing parks and recreation system more fully.
Opportunities may include improving accessibility to parks and recreation areas; expanding
options for age- or ability-appropriate activities in different areas; incorporating amenities to
support park and recreation area users, such as lighting, restrooms, drinking fountains, or benches;
and offering physical fitness programs at convenient times. If the City discovers that any of these
or other opportunities exist, it can consider improvements that would make the system easier to
use and more comfortable for more residents. Through ongoing development of Half Moon Bay’s
parks and recreational offerings, the City can have a positive impact on the community’s ability to
incorporate activity into their lifestyles and improve residents’ overall wellness.

CITY PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS
As of 2016, there are eight existing and two planned City parks in Half Moon Bay, totaling
approximately 19.5 acres of developed parkland, and 39.0 acres of total parkland. The largest of the
City parks is Smith Field, which features five sports fields, including one of the Coastside’s few
lighted sports fields; horseshoe pits; and a dog park. Smith Field’s approximately 13 acres of
facilities constitute under half of the 29-acre City-owned property; the remainder of the property is
undeveloped. While this Element was drafted, a new skate park adjacent to the Ted Adcock
Community Center was constructed and became the City’s newest park.
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In addition to these park facilities, the City owns and/or manages a number of other parks or
facilities that provide recreational amenities to residents and visitors alike. These include portions
of Poplar Beach, Surfers Beach, and Redondo Beach; the Johnston House property east of Highway
1 (outside of City limits); and segments of the Coastal, Naomi Patridge, and Pilarcitos Creek trails.
The developed portions of these properties are counted toward the City’s park acreage standard, as
described in Section 5.3 below. Portions of City parks, other City-owned or maintained parks and
open spaces, and passive or undeveloped open space area are summarized in Table 5-6, which also
indicates acreage of parkland that counts toward the City’s park acreage standard.
Table 5-6: Half Moon Bay Parkland Summary (2016)
Park
Acres1

Open Space
Acres2

Total
Acres

Facilities or Amenities

Frenchman's Creek Park3

1.75

2.45

4.20

Tot lot

John L. Carter Memorial Park

0.96

–

0.96

Amphitheater

Kitty Fernandez Park

0.40

–

0.40

Gazebo

Kehoe Avenue Park

0.15

–

0.15

Tot lot

Mac Dutra Park

0.09

–

0.09

Information kiosk; picnic tables;
public restrooms

Oak Avenue Park3

0.87

0.97

1.84

Tot lot; picnic tables; public
restrooms

Ocean View Park

0.62

–

0.62

Play structure; picnic tables; BBQ
area; restrooms

Skate Park

0.16

–

0.16

Concrete ramps and street features
for all skill levels, viewing area

Smith Field4

13.20

16.10

29.30

5 baseball fields; dog park;
horseshoe pits; picnic tables; snack
bar; restrooms; parking

1.28

–

1.28

–

19.48

19.52

39.00

–

Park or Open Space Facility
City Parks

Seymour/Magnolia Park (Planned)
Subtotal

Other City-Owned or Maintained Parks and Open Space
0.42

–

0.42

10.00

9.52

19.52

Naomi Patridge Trail

4.55

–

4.55

–

Pilarcitos Creek Trail

2.25

–

2.25

Trail adjacent to Oak Avenue Park,
and under Hwy 1 to SR 92

19.75

15.58

35.33

Beach parking lot and Coastal Trail
segment

Poplar Beach (County-owned)

2.44

32.67

35.11

City maintained trail west to bluff
top.

Thane Avenue: Coastal Trail
segment

0.31

–

0.31

Half Moon Bay Statue
Johnston House Property

Poplar Beach (City-owned)

–
Train depot and walking loop

–
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Table 5-6: Half Moon Bay Parkland Summary (2016)
Park
Acres1

Open Space
Acres2

Total
Acres

Facilities or Amenities

Railroad Avenue

–

5.5

5.50

–

Surfers Beach

–

3.60

3.60

–

Redondo Beach

–

3.15

3.15

–

Subtotal

39.72

70.02

109.74

–

Total

59.20

89.54

148.74

–

Park or Open Space Facility

Notes:
1. Acres with park facilities or amenities, counted toward parkland acreage standard.
2. Unimproved acres not counted toward acreage standard.
3. Developed portion excludes acreage in riparian corridor.
4. Developed portion excludes acreage not developed or in passive use.
Sources: City of Half Moon Bay, 2016; Dyett & Bhatia, 2016.

REGIONAL PARKS, BEACHES, AND OPEN SPACE
Regional park and recreation space includes nearly 300 acres of publicly-owned beaches and
associated uplands, including Half Moon Bay State Park and Beach, Poplar Beach, Surfers Beach,
and Redondo Beach. These lands are designated as Regional Public Recreation in the LCLUP. In
addition, there are approximately 631 acres of preserved open space in City limits. This acreage is
owned and managed by the City of Half Moon Bay (32 acres), land trusts (256 acres), and private
land owners (38 acres). Some acreage is counted as beaches that do not correspond to parcels and
are also not part of regional public recreation areas. Open space is concentrated on the central and
southern coastal bluffs. Table 5-7 summarizes regional parks, recreation, and open space acreage
in Half Moon Bay.
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Table 5-7: Regional Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
Park, Recreation, or Open Space Facility

Total Acres

Counted in Table 5-3

Regional Public Recreation
186.76

–

80.17

76.25

Surfers Beach2

12.45

3.60

Redondo Beach

3.15

3.15

282.53

83.00

32.17

29.04

256.24

–

Other Land Designated for Regional Public Recreation

38.15

–

Beaches Not Included in Regional Public Recreation Areas

22.21

–

Subtotal, Other Open Space

348.77

29.04

Total

631.30

112.04

Half Moon Bay State Park and Beach
Poplar Beach

1

Subtotal, Regional Parks and Open Space (Including City-Owned)
Other Open Space
Other City-Owned or- Maintained Open Space3
Open Space Owned by Land Trusts

4

Notes:
1. Includes City-owned properties from Kelly to Poplar avenues, and County-owned properties from Poplar to
Seymour, as well as City-owned parcels on adjacent bluffs.
2. Includes land owned by City, County, Harbor District, and State.
3. Includes undeveloped City-owned open space at Frenchman's Creek Park, Oak Avenue Park, Smith Field, and
Johnston House (counted in Table 5-6) as well as other City-owned or maintained open spaces.
4. Includes land owned by Peninsula Open Space Trust and Coastside Land Trust.
Sources: City of Half Moon Bay, 2016; Dyett & Bhatia, 2016.

SCHOOL DISTRICT FACILITIES
Aside from Smith Field, most active recreation facilities used by Half Moon Bay residents are owned
and maintained by the Cabrillo Unified School District (CUSD). These include the track, soccer
fields, and basketball courts at Cunha Middle School, and the general-purpose playfields at Hatch
Elementary, as well as fields at El Granada Elementary School north of the City. The outdoor pool
at Half Moon Bay High School is the only public pool on the Coastside, and is used by swimming
clubs and youth teams. The Half Moon Bay High School campus also has fields and facilities for
football, baseball, and track and field which are used by private and nonprofit groups. When this
Element was drafted, a new gymnasium was under construction on Kelly Avenue on the Cunha
Intermediate School campus. These facilities are shown on Figure 5-3. However, because school
facilities are designed and operated for use primarily by students, they are not counted in
determining whether the City meets its parkland standards.

RECREATIONAL PROGRAMMING
Half Moon Bay Little League has an agreement with the City to use and maintain all five athletic
fields at Smith Field. The lighted field is open to the public at all times except during little league
games and events. Other fields are open to the public with a field usage permit. Recreation classes
take place at the Ted Adcock Community Center and the Train Depot, serving both residents of
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Half Moon Bay and unincorporated neighboring communities. San Mateo County provides annual
payments to the City of Half Moon Bay to support community center operations.
As noted above, the CUSD is currently underway in constructing a 24,000-square foot gymnasium
across Kelly Avenue from the Ted Adcock Community Center. The new gym will open in 2017 for
use by the school district and the community and will be available for City recreational
programming.

COMMERCIAL RECREATION
As a popular destination for visitors and as a uniquely positioned coastal location, Half Moon Bay
provides a range of commercial recreation opportunities that contribute both to the local economy
and to the overall experience of living in or visiting the City. Along the Coastside, recreational
activities include beach recreation and surfing; boating, fishing, and whale watching; hiking; spas
and yoga; golf; farm visits and farmers’ markets; and horseback riding. Commercial recreation uses
in Half Moon Bay could support the interest of tourists and local residents who seek to participate
in these activities. In 2016, existing commercial recreation included horseback riding tours and
lessons and horse stabling and boarding; two private golf courses; and three campgrounds
accommodating primarily campers and recreational vehicles (RVs). Further discussion regarding
these uses is located in Section 2.3: Coastal Access and Recreation.

PARKLAND NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
Parkland Standards
The establishment of realistic and attainable standards was an important component of the
planning process. The standards serve as a guideline to determine land requirements and to help
structure the overall land use pattern of the community. Establishment of specific acreage standards
is also required for mandating parkland dedication or in-lieu fees to meet the parkland needs of
new development through the Quimby Act.
The General Plan establishes a parkland standard of 5 acres per 1,000 residents. Maintaining this
standard in the future requires the development of 9.8 acres of parkland to serve the community’s
anticipated population in 2040, as shown in Table 5-8. As minimum guidelines, the standards are
intended to be used as a flexible planning tool. In practice, the standards will most likely not be met
in some portions of the City while they may be exceeded in others.
Table 5-8: Parkland Standards
2014

2035 (Projected)

11,721

13,800

5.0

5.0

Total Parkland Needed to Meet Standard (acres)

58.6

69.0

Existing Parkland in 2016 (acres)

59.2

59.2

New Parkland Needed to Meet Standard (acres)

N/A

9.8

Population
Parkland Standard (acres per 1,000 residents)

Source: City of Half Moon Bay, 2015; Dyett & Bhatia, 2016.
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Park and Recreation Opportunities
Over the course of the General Plan update process, community members identified potential park
and recreation improvements that would better address the community’s diverse needs. The
following potential improvements were the most prevalent and received general support.
•   Recreational Facilities. Facilities that would support active recreation and team sports,
such as a sports complex or aquatics center. Community members noted that school
facilities that currently provide such active recreational space are not adequate to
accommodate various users in the City and along the Coastside.
•   Public Parks. Maintenance and improvements to existing parks, and new parks.
Community members expressed interest in new parks and park facilities located within
walking distance of residences, and which address unmet needs, such as pocket parks in
more neighborhoods; a central park that provides a centralized gathering and event space
for the community; and community gardens. Community members also desired adequate
support facilities—such as restrooms, waste disposal, and parking—to serve recreational
areas.
•   Habitat-Sensitive Wildlife Viewing. Opportunities for community members and visitors
to observe the biodiversity present in the City’s open spaces and riparian corridors, whether
along trails, in linear parks, or in conserved open spaces, that are designed to protect the
integrity of sensitive habitats and minimize disturbance.
•   Trails. New trails and improvements that leverage the recreational value of the existing
network of trails, such as creekside trails; local and regional trail linkages; options for
hiking, bicycling, and equestrianism; and low-impact non-asphalt trail design.
•   Youth Activities. Additional recreational opportunities for youth including options such
as a teen or youth center to provide a gathering space for young people, and more youth
recreational programming.
•   Commercial Recreation. Encouragement for commercial recreation uses, such as a
bowling alley or mini-golf course that can provide a greater variety of entertainment
opportunities for Half Moon Bay families and visitors, or which leverage the unique coastal
setting to promote enjoyment of the outdoors and support the local economy.
Figure 5-3 shows potential locations for new facilities, such as pocket parks, passive recreation
areas, and community gardens; riparian corridors where trails and linear parks may be sited; and
existing recreational facilities. Potential locations for a new central park were discussed during the
General Plan update process, including the POST property at the terminus of Stone Pine Road
located east of Downtown near SR 92, and existing parks such as John L. Carter Memorial Park or
others that could be substantially enhanced; however, a specific location has yet to be determined.
Existing and planned trail facilities are shown in Figure 2.3-1, in the Coastal Access and Recreation
section of the LCLUP.
The City of Half Moon Bay is planning to undertake the development of both a parks master plan
and a bicycle and pedestrian master plan. Both projects offer opportunities to identify future park
sites, establish appropriate programming for the City’s parklands and trails, and prioritize future
parkland and trail development.
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5.4  

Policies

Policies related to land use and urban form are located in Chapter 2, Local Coastal Land Use Plan,
Section 2.2 Land Use.
Policies related to clean air, water, and soil are located in Chapter 2 Local Coastal Land Use Plan,
Section 2.4 Coastal Resources; and in Chapter 4: Conservation and Open Space Element
Policies related to coastal recreation and access, including beaches and trails, are located in Chapter
2, Local Coastal Land Use Plan, Section 2.3: Coastal Access and Recreation.
Policies related to pedestrian and bicycle routes are located in Chapter 3: Circulation Element.
Policies related to open space for recreation are located in Chapter 4: Conservation and Open Space
Element.

GUIDING POLICIES
Wellness
5-G.1  

Wellness in All Policies. Prioritize community wellness through City policies and
their implementation.

5-G.2  

Health Equity. Support community health and well-being for all community members
in an equitable manner.

5-G.3  

Healthy Environment. Encourage a clean and safe environment throughout the city,
in each neighborhood, and in every home.

5-G.4  

Healthy Food. Improve residents’ access to affordable, sustainable, and healthy food.

5-G.5  

Active Living. Enable active lifestyles by providing parks, recreation facilities and
programs, and infrastructure for safe and convenient active transportation modes.

5-G.6  

Healthcare. Promote opportunities for Half Moon Bay residents to have access to
preventative, supportive, and emergency healthcare services.

5-G.7  

Community Vitality. Promote the social, educational, and service and safety needs
and interests of Half Moon Bay residents of all ages and abilities.

5-G.8  

Inclusive Governance. Enable a well-informed citizenry, where all are welcomed to
participate and contribute to City decision making.
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Parks and Recreation
5-G.9  

Meet Community Recreation Needs. Provide adequate parkland to meet the needs of
present and future residents, and ensure that the City’s parks and recreation facilities
address the diverse needs of Half Moon Bay’s community, providing activities and
accessibility for all ages and abilities.

5-G.10  

Range of Recreation Opportunities. Provide for a broad range of active, passive, and
cultural recreation opportunities.

5-G.11  

Park and Facility Development. Ensure that all parks and facilities are developed with
high quality, state of the art planning and design.

5-G.12  

Park and Facility Maintenance. Ensure that all parks, facilities, and recreational open
spaces are well-maintained.

5-G.13  

Park Linkages. Link individual components of the park system with a network of
greenways and pedestrian, bicycle, and equestrian trails.

IMPLEMENTING POLICIES
Wellness

Healthy Environment
Additional policies supporting safety and addressing hazards are included in Coastal Hazards Section
2.5 of the LCLUP and the Safety Element.
5-I.1  

Clean Environment. Protect the quality of Half Moon Bay’s environmental attributes
throughout the city.

5-I.2  

Green Infrastructure. Use sustainable and green infrastructure design, construction,
and maintenance techniques to reduce storm water runoff and seasonal flooding, and
protect water quality, private property, and public infrastructure.

5-I.3  

Safe Neighborhood Design. Utilize Crime Prevention through Environmental Design
(CPTED) strategies to reduce crime by ensuring that the physical design of
communities does not support criminal activity. Consider these principles in the
design of public and private projects. Provide educational materials to residents with
CPTED principles that can be implemented at the neighborhood level.

5-I.4  

Neighborhood Safety Programs. Encourage through the Sheriff’s Office expansion of
neighborhood block watch, adopt-a-park, and other programs that deter and prevent
crimes including vandalism, illegal dumping, and graffiti that affect neighborhood
quality of life.

5-I.5  

Active Public Spaces. Promote the vitality of City parks, Downtown streets and other
public spaces through design and programming that establish active use patterns and
thereby discourage criminal and nuisance activity.
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5-I.6  

Safety Lighting. Provide pedestrian scale lighting to improve pedestrian safety and to
discourage criminal activity in areas where it has been known to occur. Such
illumination would be directed downward and only cover the areas where lighting is
likely to be effective.

5-I.7  

Safe Housing. Implement policies in the Housing Element to maintain housing
standards and ensure safe home environments.

5-I.8  

Mosquito Abatement and Vector Control. Support the efforts of the San Mateo
County Mosquito Abatement and Vector Control District to keep Half Moon Bay
residents free from mosquito-borne disease and the adverse impacts of other vectors.

Healthy Food
5-I.9  

Healthy Food Markets Accessible to All Neighborhoods. Consider opportunities to
locate neighborhood-serving grocery stores, produce stands, and seasonal markets
throughout Half Moon Bay with focus on the north and south ends of the city.

5-I.10  

Kitchen Gardens. Promote kitchen gardens in single-family residential
neighborhoods. Herb and produce garden plots shall be accounted for in any water
conservation requirements for landscape irrigation. In order for gardens to be sited
appropriately for solar access and wind protection, or to address other environmental
factors, front, side and/or rear yards are all potential locations for kitchen garden plots.

5-I.11  

Edible Landscapes in Multi-Family Development. Encourage the provision of
kitchen garden plots and incorporation of fruit and/or nut producing trees into
landscaped areas of new or refurbished open space areas in multi-family development.
Garden plots and other edible landscape plantings shall be accounted for in any water
conservation requirements for landscape irrigation.

5-I.12  

Community Gardens. Seek partnerships to establish a community garden program.
With community input, complete a feasibility study to identify appropriate sites,
determine the long-term capital and maintenance budget, and prepare program
requirements.

5-I.13  

School Gardens. Encourage Half Moon Bay’s public and private schools to establish
and maintain school gardens and incorporate gardening, cooking, and nutrition into
related curricula.

5-I.14  

Farmers’ Markets and Produce Stands. Work with the Coastside Farmers Market or
other potential sponsors to study the feasibility of increasing market frequency or other
smaller scale operations such as pop-up produce and fish stands in pre-determined and
permitted locations when seasonal production is ample.

5-I.15  

Food Events. Work with Second Harvest, Coastside Farmers Market, the Chamber of
Commerce and local restaurateurs to stage seasonal events showcasing locally-sourced,
seasonal produce and fish prepared by Half Moon Bay and Midcoast food
professionals. Events could include food trucks, feature specific themes, and further
the city’s agricultural and fishing identity.
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5-I.16  

Community-Based Food Sharing. Work with the Coastside Farmers Market, HEAL
Project, and other agencies and non-profits to promote and provide temporary
locations for residents to share their homegrown produce with other gardeners and
local food banks.

5-I.17  

Food Preservation. Work with San Mateo County Libraries, the HEAL Project, and
other agencies and non-profits to promote and teach safe food preservation methods.

5-I.18  

Home Compost. Encourage home compost efforts as a means to reduce household
waste and affordably improve soil quality on residential properties.

5-I.19  

Community Compost. Consider curbside organic waste collection as an option in
conjunction with the City’s future solid waste franchise agreements. As part of this
service, develop a program for providing the compost produced to residents at low
cost.

5-I.20  

Educational Demonstration Gardens. Establish demonstration gardens, sponsor
classes, and offer print materials to encourage the establishment and expansion of
kitchen, community, and school gardens, as well as edible landscapes. Provide
guidance with respect to appropriate species, water conservation measures, and the use
of organic or greener fertilizers and pest control methods.

5-I.21  

Local Produce Growing Expertise. Encourage agriculture professionals, Master
Gardeners, and others with local produce growing expertise to share their knowledge
with home gardeners.

5-I.22  

Nutritional Education and Information. Partner with San Mateo County Libraries,
CUSD, and other agencies and nonprofits to offer nutritional education and
information appropriate for children, youth, adults, and the elderly as part of a lifelong
learning pursuit.

5-I.23  

Fresh Food Advocacy. Advocate for and encourage connections between local sources
of fresh food with restaurants, families, and schools.

5-I.24  

Fresh Food Appreciation. Encourage local agriculture professionals and non-profits
such as the HEAL Project to provide activities and educational experiences to help
people better understand the steps that go into growing and processing food and
increase appreciation for fresh food to make it more a part of daily life.

5-I.25  

Healthy Food at City Events. Consider establishing guidelines for food vendors to
provide primarily locally sourced and minimally processed foods at City-sponsored
events.
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Active Living
Additional policies supporting active living are included in the Parks and Recreation Implementation
Policies in the next section. Additional policies for Complete Streets and accessibility for all
community members are included in the Circulation Element.
5-I.26  

Monitor Commute Mode Share. Track commute mode share for work and school
trips annually as provided by the State Department of Transportation, American
Community Survey, CUSD, or other definitive sources.

5-I.27  

Walking Distance and Walksheds. Define walking distance as one quarter-mile for
neighborhood-serving uses, such as a park or small market; and one half-mile for larger
attractions including the beaches, Downtown, full-service grocery stores, schools, the
Library, and other high volume community uses. Further define walkshed as the area
that can be reached on foot from a geographic point within the specified walking
distance. Consider the walkshed concept as guidance when considering land use and
infrastructure changes.

5-I.28  

Walk, Bike, and Transit Assessments and Audits. Conduct walk, bike, and/or transit
access assessment and audits in conjunction with routine right-of-way improvements,
such as street resurfacing, to ensure that areas lacking access are improved as part of
the projects.

5-I.29  

Neighborhood Walkability. Prioritize the walkability of Half Moon Bay’s
neighborhoods when considering public infrastructure projects and private
development proposals using walkability indices, the walkshed concept, or other
relevant criteria.

5-I.30  

Neighborhood Goods and Services. Consider opportunities to provide public
amenities and daily goods and services within walking distance of a majority of
residential areas; such as neighborhood parks easily accessible within each residential
enclave and neighborhood-serving grocery markets at the north and south ends of
town.

5-I.31  

Vision Zero. Promote a comprehensive approach to traffic safety aimed at eliminating
traffic-related deaths and minimizing serious injuries in the city. Consider making
Vision Zero a key objective of circulation infrastructure improvements and
incorporating Vision Zero into the Circulation Element.

Healthcare
5-I.32  

Track Community Health Indicators. Partner with the San Mateo County Health
System and other agencies to establish a database of wellness indicators for Half Moon
Bay residents that can be tracked over time and thereby guide implementation
priorities and strategies.

5-I.33  

Existing Healthcare Facilities. Encourage retention and expansion of existing
healthcare facilities.
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5-I.34  

Zoning for Healthcare Facilities. Ensure that the zoning ordinance includes
provisions for a wide range of healthcare facilities, including adult daycare,
rehabilitation, assisted living, skilled nursing, medical supplies, and testing and
screening laboratories in mixed-use and commercial districts. Study the potential to
allow residentially-oriented healthcare services in multi-family neighborhoods.

5-I.35  

Coastside Hospital with Emergency Room. Advocate for the long-term retention of
Seton Coastside Hospital with emergency room services in Moss Beach.

5-I.36  

In-Home Healthcare. Support in-home provision of supportive services to special
needs groups to help residents remain in independent housing.

5-I.37  

Mental Health Services. Acknowledge the importance of mental healthcare and
advocate for mental health services to be included in existing and new healthcare
facilities and clinics providing family medicine or other multi-specialty healthcare
services.

5-I.38  

Behavioral Health and Substance Abuse Services. Consider cultural needs,
affordability and convenience for the provision of behavioral health and substance
abuse services by the San Mateo County Health System and other providers. Allow the
services in traditional office and clinic settings, as well as at churches and similar
venues throughout the city.

5-I.39  

Transit Access to Health Services. Partner with SamTrans to plan for convenient
access to local healthcare facilities when considering bus routes and service changes,
especially for neighborhoods with lower income populations where residents may be
transit-dependent and eligible for care at the Coastside Clinic.

5-I.40  

Paratransit Access to Health Services. Encourage paratransit service to provide
reliable access to Half Moon Bay healthcare services as well as to regional medical
facilities for all residents including seniors, families, and residents with disabilities or
reduced mobility.

5-I.41  

Mobile Healthcare. Support healthcare providers in their efforts to promote and
administer preventive healthcare services like vaccinations, blood draws for routine
tests, and other standard screenings, through mobile facilities.

5-I.42  

Workforce Health. Encourage employers in San Mateo County, including in Half
Moon Bay, to provide a living wage and sick days to all employees by using incentive
programs, information and education, and other strategies.

5-I.43  

Healthy Lifestyle Environment. Encourage storeowners to reduce the amount of
advertisements and messaging in storefronts, promotional areas, and other locations
that emphasize or promote unhealthy eating and tobacco and alcohol products.

5-I.44  

Healthy Pets. Support and promote local agencies in their efforts to provide affordable
veterinary services, including mobile spay and neuter clinics and vaccinations, to help
residents enjoy the health benefits of responsible pet ownership.
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5-I.45  

Companion and Therapy Animals. Encourage the Peninsula Humane Society and
other agencies offering pet assisted therapy programs to support Half Moon Bay
residents, including the community’s elderly, disabled, and youth.

Community Vitality
5-I.46  

Access to Information. Support the provision of health, wellness, and safety
information online and through other media, such as posters and pamphlets at the
Library, parks, community centers, and other public spaces. Ensure that materials are
also provided in Spanish and other languages as needed.

5-I.47  

Lifelong Learning. Promote education and enrichment activities for all ages and
abilities in partnership with non-profit and service organizations, San Mateo County
Libraries, other agencies, and local businesses.

5-I.48  

Health and Safety Education. Work with community organizations to promote health
and nutrition education, bicycle and pedestrian safety, and the creation and
maintenance of healthy home environments.

5-I.49  

Early Childhood Education and Childcare. Advocate for existing and new childcare,
preschool, and other high-quality kindergarten-readiness programs and facilities,
especially for those affordable to lower income families.

5-I.50  

Zoning for Childcare. Review and update the zoning ordinance periodically to ensure
that land use regulations facilitate establishment and retention of childcare centers and
family childcare homes. Ensure that standards for parking, loading, and outside yard
spaces are appropriately defined and scaled to the actual demands of childcare uses,
and are not overly restrictive.

5-I.51  

Childcare Incentives. Consider waiving permit fees for childcare facilities; establishing
a streamlined permitting process for childcare proposals; and encouraging new
commercial, mixed-use and multi-family residential development to provide space
suitable for childcare operations.

5-I.52  

Youth Wellness. Advocate for wellness and enrichment education integrated into the
curriculum of Half Moon Bay’s schools, including physical education, art, music, life
skills, community service, and civics.

5-I.53  

Afterschool and Out of School Care. Encourage and partner with local schools and
organizations such as the Boys and Girls Club to provide after-school and out-ofschool activities and programs for neighborhood children and youth to ensure that
they have safe places to gather, socialize, play, and study.

5-I.54  

Workforce Development. Promote workforce development opportunities for Half
Moon Bay residents seeking to enhance their job skills and employment stability.

5-I.55  

Community College Resources. Encourage the San Mateo Community College
District to establish a Coastside presence with education and career counseling and by
offering courses in Coastside venues.
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5-I.56  

Environmental Education and Events. Partner with environmental advocacy groups
and organizations to provide classes and host events that foster community
appreciation for local environmental resources and the city’s exceptional setting on the
San Mateo County coastal terrace.

5-I.57  

Health and Wellness Events. Partner with San Mateo County, healthcare providers,
local businesses and organizations to host themed events to encourage community
collaboration about health and wellness.

5-I.58  

Community Building. Encourage community members to conduct their own social
and educational community events including block parties, neighborhood watches,
and environmental clean-up days, to foster safe and friendly neighborhoods and
reduce isolation.

Parks and Recreational Facilities

Public Parks and Recreational Facility Development
5-I.59  

Park Standard. Maintain neighborhood and community parkland at a standard of 5
acres per 1,000 residents, with additional parkland for specialized and low-use park
acreage.

5-I.60  

Parkland Dedication. Prefer dedication of public parkland to in lieu fees, provided
that the developed parkland is open to the greater Half Moon Bay community and not
privatized by its design, operation, or location.

5-I.61  

In Lieu Fees. Calculate park fees to enable purchase of acreage and provision of offsite improvements for 5 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents added. Review and
update in lieu fees on a regular basis to reflect the total cost of improvements required
to serve new development.

5-I.62  

Timely Provision. Ensure timely acquisition and construction of parks such that they
are provided concurrent with need.

5-I.63  

Park Funding. In addition to parkland dedication/in lieu fees requirements, pursue
development of new parks and recreational facilities as well as the maintenance of
existing parks and facilities through a variety of means, including but not limited to the
following:
•   Grant funding as available;
•   One or more assessment districts under the Landscape and Lighting Act of 1972;
•   Bond or tax measures; and
•   Funds from corporate sponsors and private foundations.

5-I.64  
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5-I.65  

Parkland Dedication Formula Updates. Periodically update parkland dedication
formula to stay current with demographic information and market values.

5-I.66  

Parks Master Plan. Develop and implement a Parks Master Plan that identifies specific
locations for new parks, and appropriate programming for the City’s parklands
meeting the community’s needs for playfields, playgrounds, passive recreation, events,
community gardening, dog parks, and others.

5-I.67  

Improvements for Active Living. Periodically evaluate whether the parks and
recreation system, including facilities and programming, has any gaps in service or
barriers to use, and consider improvements that would encourage more Half Moon
Bay residents to take advantage of parks and recreation offerings.

5-I.68  

Park Locations. Consider accessibility, housing density, proximity to schools, adjacent
residential area traffic impacts, scenic views, and compatibility with surrounding
environment when determining park locations. Ensure equitable distribution of parks
throughout the City.

5-I.69  

Active Recreation Sites. Site active recreation uses to minimize conflict with
residential areas, sensitive habitat, and passive recreation areas, wherever possible.

5-I.70  

Park Sizes and Types. Provide a range of park sizes and types—including
neighborhood parks, pocket parks, parklets, and community gardens—to maximize
open space accessibility and meet community needs.

5-I.71  

Central Park. Identify a site and funding sources to undertake development of a
“central park” that serves the whole City and can host events, that is centrally located
in the Half Moon Bay core area, and which can provide at least three acres of parkland.
Potential locations include, but are not limited to, the POST property at the terminus of
Stone Pine Road located east of Downtown near SR 92, and existing parks such as John
L. Carter Memorial Park or others that could be substantially enhanced.

Park and Recreation Facility Maintenance and Design
5-I.72  

Parks and Facilities Budget. Include a maintenance and operations budget annually
sufficient for the given level of parks development in any given year, to be funded
through the General Fund and other available sources.

5-I.73  

Barrier-Free Access. Ensure barrier-free access to all parks and facilities.

5-I.74  

Support Facilities. Ensure that adequate support facilities and amenities are provided
to serve recreational areas, including public restrooms, parking for cars and bicycles,
drinking fountains, benches, and trash receptacles.

5-I.75  

Existing Facilities. Improve and update existing park and recreational facilities to
serve changing recreation needs.
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5-I.76  

Public Participation in Design. Conduct public outreach and/or hearing as an integral
part of the design and development process for all new public park and recreation
facilities.

5-I.77  

Public Safety Design. Design parks to protect public safety by ensuring adequate
lighting, signage, maintenance, and visibility.

5-I.78  

Adopt-a-Park. Explore an "Adopt-a-Park" concept with industry, service clubs, and
citizens to encourage voluntary support for park maintenance and enhancement.
Identify interested corporations, clubs, or individuals and create an action plan tailored
to fit the adopting organization's budget and interest.

Trails
5-I.79  

Bicycle Linkages. Designate pedestrian and bicycle routes that provide connections to
Main Street, parks, recreational facilities, and residential areas. Ensure that bicycle
connectivity to parks and recreational facilities is a component of the Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan.
For policies related to the trails system, see Section 2.3: Coastal Access and Recreation.

5-I.80  

Equestrian Routes. Provide equestrian routes that link parks and trails that have
equestrian facilities or that allow for equestrian use. New equestrian trails and linkages
should be sited away from fragile habitat areas, including coastal blufftops; separated
from pedestrian and bicycle facilities; and implemented with trail maintenance and
community education programs to ensure operations compatible with surrounding
land uses and environmental conditions.
For policies related to the trails system, see Section 2.3: Coastal Access and Recreation.

5-I.81  

Linear Parks. Develop linear parks along Pilarcitos Creek and Frenchmans Creek as
part of a connected park and trails system.
For policies related to the trails system, see Section 2.3: Coastal Access and Recreation.

5-I.82  

Trail Improvements and Connections. Utilize and improve existing trail systems and
link local trails with regional trail connections, incorporating these objectives into the
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan.

5-I.83  

Trail Development. Gain necessary easements and ownership, in order to utilize
natural linear features such as riparian corridors, bluff tops, and abandoned rights-ofway.

Special Facilities, Programming, and Commercial Recreation
5-I.84  

Community Facilities. Develop recreational, cultural, and performing arts facilities
and community centers to serve the needs of the community.
Consider the community’s needs for an aquatic center; sports facilities; community
meeting spaces; youth center; and a cultural facility for films, performance, and visual
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arts. Explore options to locate recreational uses in existing buildings rather than
constructing new ones.
5-I.85  

Johnston House. Maintain the Johnston House as a historical interpretive facility and
museum that is open to the public, and develop the surrounding acreage as an
outdoor/agricultural interpretive facility.

5-I.86  

Shared-Use Facilities. Cooperate with other organizations including the Cabrillo
Unified School District to ensure that adequate recreational facilities are available to
members of the community and are well-maintained.

5-I.87  

Youth Activities. Work with providers of recreational programming, such as the
Coastside Boys and Girls Club and the Cabrillo Unified School District, to provide a
range of after-school, summer, and weekend programs directed towards youth of all
ages.

5-I.88  

Commercial Recreation. Support the development and continuation in appropriate
locations of commercial recreation uses that provide needed recreational facilities and
services for the community and/or provide opportunities to enjoy the City’s unique
coastal setting.

5-I.89  

Additional policies regarding commercial recreation are located in Section 2.3: Coastal
Access and Recreation

5-I.90  

Economic Linkages. Support efforts by local organizations and businesses to link
outdoor recreation and commercial recreation opportunities with tourism outreach in
order to support local businesses.

5-I.91  

Private Recreational Development. Ensure that any development of recreational
facilities on public land by private developers or other organizations are accessible to
the public and consistent with the policies of this element.
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