September, 2020

Sustainability Source: Your Guide to a Greener Half Moon Bay

We are proud to announce Half Moon Bay's first-ever edition of Sustainability Source! Each
month we will be sending tips and tricks to live a more sustainable lifestyle, help keep you up
to date with current city efforts, and let you know about fun and educational events. Please
tell your friends and family to subscribe and let us know what you would like to see in future
months.
You are receiving this newsletter because you have expressed interest in keeping up to date
with the City of Half Moon Bay's efforts towards making our City a more sustainable place to
live. We hope you stay, but if you don't want to receive future newsletters, please click
unsubscribe at the end of this email.

SUSTAINABLE POLICY
Disposable Foodware Ordinance

EARTH YEAR
September: Ocean Health

What is happening?
On September 15, 2020 City Council held a first
reading for Half Moon Bay's proposed
Disposable Foodware Ordinance. The
Ordinance requires that food service
businesses replace plastic disposable foodware
and accessories with reusable or fiber-based
compostable alternatives.

In honor of the 50th anniversary of Earth
Day, the City of Half Moon Bay is proud to
present our Earth Year campaign! Each
month we feature feature different themes,
challenges, events, and
online resources that can help you build up
your sustainability toolbox throughout the
year. This month, we're focusing on
keeping the ocean, one of our most
important resources, happy and healthy!

Why does it matter? Foodware made from
styrofoam or plastic are convenience items.
They are used for only a couple minutes and
then discarded. These items end up in the
landfill, on the street, and in the ocean. Plastic
contains harmful chemicals and take hundreds
of years to degrade, if they degrade at all.
When does it go into effect? A second reading
of the Ordinance is scheduled for the October
6 City Council Meeting. Education and technical
assistance will be available for businesses
starting in Winter 2020 and enforcement is
scheduled to begin on July 9, 2021.
What else can I do? Use reusables! While fiberbased compostable items are a good
alternative to plastic and Styrofoam, reusables
are the best choice for the environment. When
getting take out, refuse any unneeded utensils,
condiments, and other items you have at
home. Tell businesses you care about reducing
waste and encourage them to make
sustainable choices and to provide durable,
washable items when dining in.

Read
More

Visit our website

CALIFORNIA COASTAL CLEANUP
2 weeks left to participate!

Coastal Cleanup 2020 is the world’s largest
cleanup event that will be different this year
to keep everyone safe during the COVID19 pandemic. Instead of participating in
large groups, your household or social
bubble is encouraged to dedicate one or
more Saturdays in September to pick up
litter in your neighborhood while following
social distancing protocols. Join a Half
Moon Bay Team and record what you pick
up on the Clean Swell App!

Learn
More

BIKE TO WHEREVER DAYS

Bike to work day goes digital
BTWD “Bike to Wherever Day” and
encouraging everyone to get out on
bikes — safely and following guidelines
— not only one one specific day but for
the whole month of September.
Learn
More

Interested in a BTWD Tote bag? E mail us!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Are you a gardener dealing with
unwanted pests? Learn about non-

toxic ways to get rid of common
garden pests and diseases, while
supporting pollinators. Two lucky
attendees will each win a $50 gift
card to a local hardware store of
their choice!
Online Webinar: Pest Management
Practices that Help Your Garden

Register
here

and Support Pollinators
September 19, 2020 | 10am

Are you looking to join a
community dedicated to reducing
greenhouse gases and combating
climate change? Look no further
than WeRenew!

Workshop: Combat Climate Change
at Home with WeRenew
October 10, 2020 | 10am

In this workshop, Nilu Motiwala will
demonstrate how to join and
participate in the WeRenew online
community, which provides a
framework to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions in your daily life.
Participants can expect this to
be the first meeting of many to build
a supportive community around
individual emission reduction
actions in San Mateo County.
Register Here

Calling all Coastside residents to
an upcoming Climate Action Plan
workshop. The City of Half Moon
Bay and San Mateo County’s Office
of Sustainability are looking for your
feedback on how we should reduce
emissions and improve quality of life
for your community. From
transportation to your energy bill to
housing options, let’s talk about
options that will assure all of us are
included.
Coastside Climate Action Planning
Workshops

This is your chance to weigh in on a
planning process for your

Starting October 15, 2020 | 6pm

neighborhood and community!

Other workshops are offered on the 17th,
21st, 22nd and 29th.

Sustainability Team
(650)-750-2019
sustainability@hmbcity.com
https://www.half-moon-bay.ca.us/516/Sustainability

Register
here

Connect with us







