Brad Steinwede
2801 Champs Elysee Blvd
Half Moon Bay CA 94019
January 20, 2021
The Half Moon Bay Bicycle / Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Maziar Bozorginia
City Engineer
501 Main Street
Half Moon Bay CA 94019

Mr Bozorginia and Committee Members
I have not conducted a resident survey, perhaps that would be a good idea. But I have spoken to friends,
young and old and almost without exception they do not understand, as can I why anyone would want to
drive a motorized vehicle on a level coastal trail. The exception is an 80+ year neighbor ….
Hi Brad
One of the things that has disappointed me in our 3 years in HMB is the management of the trail.
Most trails have the following:
1. Signs indicating that the trail is for bikes and pedestrians: SHARE THE TRAIL
2. Signs indicating speed limit and ticket cost for speeding (15mph, at least 125$)
3. No motorcycles or scooters (or motorized skateboards) allowed
4. Sign indicating "Pass on Left/sound warning"
5. Another important signage is "Riders should stay Single file"
Naturally all these items could be put on one sign and posted at key and high density locations
Many more bikes are being electrified and you cannot tell that they are. If they follow the speed limits, they
are quite safe. They permit the elderly and others with mobility issues to enjoy the trail also.
I find the motorized skateboards dangerous particularly since they cannot brake so speed limits are not
helpful. They should not be permitted.
Brad, I'll support your activism to improve the coastal trail.

On a walk earlier in the week I decided to do a count, 15 bicycles / 9 motorized bikes. 62.5% bicycles /
37.5% motorized despite …

I lived in New York City prior to Half Moon Bay and Motorized Bikes were driven only by delivery men /
women. They were illegal in Central Park and on sidewalks.
Riding a bicycle, one has to remain relatively aware, without the need to pedal a motorized bike gives
someone more ability to multi-task. Elevating the risk to pedestrians, that’s without taking into account
their ability to exceed 15mph, and their added weight and size.
My question who has right of way? Pedestrians, Bicycles, or Motorized Bikes ( if they are allowed at all )?
Does a family out walking have to move to the side to allow bikes / motorized bikes to pass? A family
walking single file is no longer a family.
I would like to see an age limit put on motorized bikes … ie. Must be 65 years of age of older to ride a
motorized bike on the Coastal Trail ( a level and flat surface ).

Kind Regards,
Brad Steinwede
# 404 434 8828

BUSINESS OF THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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Maz Bozorginia, City Engineer
Jennifer Chong, Public Works Program Manager

TITLE:
MAIN STREET TRAFFIC SAFETY PROJECT UPDATE
______________________________________________________________________________
RECOMMENDATION
Receive an update on the Main Street Traffic Safety Project and provide comments for
consideration.
BACKGROUND
Downtown Half Moon Bay is the heart of the coast and is frequented by locals and visitors alike.
Due to its historic nature, many of the roads in the downtown area were constructed without
consideration for the different types of users that would be looking to travel to and through the
area. Opportunities to make the downtown area safer and more accessible to bicyclists and
pedestrians were identified in the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan (BPMP) (https://www.halfmoon-bay.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/2243), adopted by the City Council in September 2019,
and the Our Voice Pilot Project that was completed over the summer of 2020.
After reviewing the recommendations made by the Our Voice Pilot Project, staff applied for a
Transportation for Clean Air (TFCA) grant from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District
(BAAQMD) via the City/County Association of Governments (C/CAG) to fund temporary
improvements in downtown Half Moon Bay. The City’s project was awarded ~$110k to install
bicycle routes, crosswalks, signage, and streeteries in the downtown area.
DISCUSSION
Since receiving the notice of award, staff have been actively working on optimizing the funding
to increase the safety and accessibility of the downtown area to all users. The grant scope
included four distinct elements – bicycle routes, crosswalks, signage, and streeteries – which are
summarized below.
Bicycle Routes
In concurrence with the BPMP, staff are looking to utilize the grant funds to add class III bike
routes to roads parallel to Main Street, namely Johnston Street (see Attachment 1 for full scope).
The improvements for the class III bike route will include pavement markings and directional
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signage at key locations. A portion of Johnston Street parking is currently perpendicular and will
be modified to angled to accommodate the bike route improvements, without impact to the
number of spaces available. While staff remain interested in adding bicycle facilities to Purissima
Street long-term, safely increasing capacity for bicyclists on this road would need additional
improvements to the road surface, curbs and gutter which requires funding beyond that which
is provided by the TFCA grant.
Crosswalks
Further in concurrence with the BPMP, staff have allocated a portion of the TFCA funds to
construct five, high-visibility crosswalks in the downtown corridor. The intersections for these
crosswalks are: 1) Main and Mill, 2) Main and Kelly, 3) Main and Miramontes, 4) Main and
Correas, and 5) Johnston and Miramontes (see Attachment 1).
Signage
Another element of the grant was introducing signage in the Downtown area that encourages
visitors to park and walk. In the first phase of this signage effort, staff is looking to add parking
directional signs at key intersections in the downtown area to direct drivers to areas off Main
Street that provide parking opportunities. Where possible, staff is looking to utilize existing poles
to mount these signs and are mindful to avoid cluttering the downtown area with too many signs.
A list of parking sign locations with some mock-up examples are provided in Attachment 2.
Streeteries
The final element of the TFCA is the construction of streeteries in the downtown corridor. These
streeteries can either be temporary or semi-permanent fixtures and will serve the dual function
of increasing pedestrian capacity in the downtown area as well as serving as chicanes for
vehicular traffic trying to cut through the downtown. Staff was prepared to partner with several
downtown businesses via a mini-grant program to construct these streeteries, but this effort has
since been put on hold due to the increased COVID-19 related restrictions issued by the State.
Staff anticipates this effort to be renewed shortly after the current shelter-in-place restrictions
are lifted.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Bicycle Routes and Crosswalks
2. Proposed Locations for Parking Signs and Mock-Ups
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ATTACHMENT 1
MAIN STREET TRAFFIC SAFETY PROJECT
Proposed Bicycle Routes and Crosswalks

MILL STREET
0.06 miles

0.06 miles

Proposed Class III bike lanes (0.45 miles)
High visibility crosswalk
Updated: 1/21/2021

MAIN STREET TRAFFIC SAFETY PROJECT
Proposed Parking Sign Locations

1
2

5

4
3

6
7

Updated: 1/21/2021

#1: Purissima/Kelly, West-bound
Notes: Shared utility pole

#1: Purissima/Kelly, East-bound
Notes: Back of stop sign

#2: Purissima/Mill, North-bound
Notes: Back of stop sign

#2: Purissima/Mill, West-bound
Notes: New pole and sign

#3: Main/Mill, North-bound
Notes: Back of stop sign

#3: Main/Mill, South-bound
Notes: Streetlight pole

#4: Main/Kelly, North-bound
Notes: Streetlight pole

#4: Main/Kelly, South-bound
Notes: Streetlight pole

#5: Main/Miramontes, North-bound
Notes: Back of stop sign

#5: Main/Miramontes, South-bound
Notes: Back of stop sign

#6: Johnston/Kelly, East-bound
Notes: Shared utility pole

#7: Johnston/Mill, East-bound
Notes: Back of stop sign

BUSINESS OF THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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TITLE:
E-BIKES AND TRAILS INFORMATIONAL UPDATE
______________________________________________________________________________
RECOMMENDATION
Receive an update on electric bicycle use on City trails and provide comments for consideration.
BACKGROUND
When electric bicycles (e-bikes) were introduced, most municipal and parks agencies categorized
them as motorized vehicles and prohibited them on trails along with traditional motorized
vehicles and devices like scooters and motorcycles.
In recent years, e-bike advocates have worked with manufacturers and land managers to improve
relations and general acceptance of e-bikes. The American e-bike manufacturers led a successful
effort to create three categories of e-bikes, including electric mountain bikes (eMTBs). This
classification system was accepted by all manufacturers and has been adopted by 22 states,
including California in 2016, when this classification system was incorporated into the California
Vehicle Code (CVC). This classification system places strict requirements on e-bike design and
capabilities along with a distinction between an electric bicycle and motorized bicycles/mopeds.
These new laws prompted many local agencies to revisit and revise their policies for e-bike use
on bike paths and trails, as they are no longer categorized as motorized vehicles.
The topic was briefly discussed at the November 8, 2018 Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory
Committee. Since that time, staff has further researched how other agencies have addressed the
use of e-bikes as its popularity has increased.
DISCUSSION
In 2016, the State of California adopted a new classification system that no longer categorizes ebikes as a motorized device. Given this change, and the recognition that e-bikes appeal to a
growing demographic with physical limitations and represent an opportunity to reduce emissions
along bicycle commute routes, many agencies are reviewing their policies.
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E-Bike Description
Section 312.5 of the California Vehicle Code (CVC) defines an e-bike as having fully operable
pedals and an electric motor of less than 750 watts. American e-bike manufacturers created a
classification system that designates three categories of e-bikes: class 1, class 2, and class 3. This
classification system and model legislation has been adopted by 22 states, including California
(see Attachment 1). Below are descriptions for each class of e-bike.
-

Class 1 electric bicycle: a “low speed pedal-assisted bicycle” with an electric motor that
provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, up to 20 mph.
Class 2 electric bicycle: a “low speed throttle-assisted bicycle” that may be propelled
exclusively with an electric motor (without pedaling) up to 20 mph.
Class 3 electric bicycle: a “speed pedal-assisted electric bicycle” with an electric motor
that provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling, up to 28 mph.

CVC section 21207.5 (b) prohibits the use of class 3 e-bikes on recreational trails and paths unless
the public agency with jurisdiction chooses to permit them and provides that a public agency may
prohibit class 1 and 2 e-bikes on trails within the agency’s jurisdiction.
Electric Mountain Bike (eMTB) Description
Many bicycle manufacturers make e-bikes, but not all make electric mountain bikes or the eMTB
version. An eMTB is functionally different from an e-bike (which is intended primarily for use on
paved or improved surfaces) in that an eMTB is designed for the rigors of trail use. Typically
outfitted with mountain-bike-specific technology, such as disc brakes, suspension, and a wide
gear range, eMTBs like all e-bikes are electric-powered (not gas-powered), quiet, and emissionsfree. Most eMTBs from major manufacturers are also categorized as class 1 electric bikes.
Currently, the City’s municipal code (Chapter 10.48, adopted in 1983) prohibits the use of all
“vehicles” off of public highways and streets. It further defines vehicles to include motor vehicles,
motorcycles, minibikes, dirt bikes, dune buggies, and any motor-driven cycle or vehicle.
NEXT STEPS
Since the City’s adoption of municipal code chapter 10.48, there has been major changes in
technology and transit options creating a new market that is becoming more affordable as it
evolves. E-bike usage is increasing and becoming more attractive option for commute as well as
recreational use. E-bikes popularity is evident with the State’s reclassification of moving it out of
the motorized vehicle categories. As such, an argument could be made that the e-bikes are
currently allowed on the City’s multiuse trails, including the coastal trail. After receiving feedback
and comments from this committee, staff will work on updating the code to reflect current state
regulations and present to the City Council for discussion.
ATTACHMENTS
1. California’s E-Bike Law
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Attachment 1
LAW ENFORCEMENT INFORMATION MEMO
MEMO: 16-02
SUBJECT: NEW LAWS CONCERNING ELECTRIC
BICYCLES
Memo Date: February 10, 2016
JUSTICE AND GOVERNMENT LIAISON BRANCH • COMMUNICATION PROGRAMS DIVISION • © 2016 STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Purpose

To provide information to law enforcement regarding new laws establishing three
classes of electric bicycles and changes in the definition of a motorized bicycle.

Background

Prior law defined a motorized bicycle or moped as a two or three-wheeled device with
pedals, or powered solely by electrical energy, and an automatic transmission and a
motor that is capable of reaching a maximum speed of 30 miles per hour (MPH).

New
Information

Effective January 1, 2016, Assembly Bill 1096 makes the following changes to the
California Vehicle Code:
§312.5 defines an electric bicycle as having fully operable pedals and an electric
motor of less than 750 watts. Class 1 electric bicycles are assisted by a motor-pedal
device; class 2 bicycles have a throttle-assist device. Neither shall be capable of
providing assistance once the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 MPH. The class 3
electric bicycle has a motor-pedal device that shall cease to provide assistance when it
reaches 28 MPH and will have a speedometer.
§406 defines a motorized bicycle or moped as a two or three wheeled device with
fully operative pedals for human propulsion, or having no pedals if powered solely by
electrical energy, with an automatic transmission and a motor producing less than four
gross brake horsepower that is incapable of exceeding 30 MPH.
§12804.9 excludes all classes of electric bicycles described in California Vehicle
Code §312.5 from being defined as a Class M2 vehicle.
§21113(f) allows a transit development board to adopt ordinances to restrict or
specify the use of electric bicycles on property controlled by or used by the board.
§21113(g) allows a public agency, such as the Regents of the University of California
and the Trustees of the California State University, to adopt rules to restrict or specify
the conditions for the use of electric bicycles on public property under the jurisdiction
of that agency.
§21207.5 prohibits the use of class 3 electric bicycles on a bicycle path or trail,
bikeway, bicycle lane, equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail, unless it is
within or adjacent to a roadway or unless the local authority or governing body of a
public agency having jurisdiction over the trail permits. In addition, a local authority
or governing body of a public agency having jurisdiction over a trail described above
may prohibit class 1 and 2 electric bicycles on that trail.

Electronically Distributed To Law Enforcement
Visit our Web Site—http://www.dmv.ca.gov
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New
Information
(Cont.)

§21213 prohibits a person less than 16 years of age from operating a class 3 electric
bicycle. A person shall not operate a class 3 electric bicycle or ride as a passenger
upon a street, bikeway, bicycle path or trail, unless that person is wearing a properly
fitted, fastened, and approved bicycle helmet, which further applies to a passenger
while in a restraining seat or trailer attached to the bicycle.
§24016 requires electric bicycles to meet the following criteria:
 Comply with equipment and manufacturing requirements adopted by the
United States Consumer Product Safety Commission.
 The electric motor must disengage or cease to function when the brakes are
applied.
Additionally, operators are subject to the following criteria:
 A person operating an electrical bicycle is not subject to financial
responsibility, driver license, registration, and license plate requirements.
 A person shall not tamper with or modify an electric bicycle to change the
speed capability unless the person appropriately replaces the manufacturer
label indicating the classification change.

Contact

Questions regarding the information contained in this memo or changes to the e-mail
distribution list may be directed to the Justice and Government Liaison Branch at
(916) 657-7732 or via e-mail at jaglaw@dmv.ca.gov.

RICO RUBIONO, Deputy Director
Communication Programs Division
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